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PP" AN es 4 
OFFER MADE TO A 
GENTLEMAN OF QVA- 
brie by M. lobn Fraſer , to ſubcnoe and 
embrace the Miniſters of Scoclands reli- 


of can ſufficientlie prove , that 
| 70 Solar: bene kick and law: ul calling, 


bgw of vv '«ch cher: can wot be cleared, 


"ib Hayat” * 


Munus beatz vitz non nifi intra Ee» 
clcliam cur , quz ſuper perram 
etiam fundara cſt, que ligandi & fol- 
uendi claues accepir. Hzc eſt yna quz 
renet & poſſider omnem ſui (1 & 


Domini poreſtarem, nt. 

= poreſtatem eriam de ancillulis 

os parere poreſt : qui fi non ſuperbi- 

ant, in forrem haredicans vocabunrur : 

6G aurem ſuperbianc, exrri remancbunk. 
nas. Tratf. 17.6 loan. 
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TO THE MINISTERS 


OF SCOTLAND, HIS 
DEARE CONTKY MEN, 
Joun Faastx withcth 
the Knowledge of the ve» 
rity and eternal lyfin 
JIasvs Cunisr 
our Lord. 


NA your ſelues vuith reaſon, 
Kr 0VURCe cauſe, and for the 
contentment of ſic 45 ar* in doubt, if ye 
haue the true Church and lauful - 
ling, or | e belexe aſſuredbe that 
_ na: of them. f am in dced bu 


and ſungle man , ods 


= the fie er depen ſo 


there is no Catholique aliuc 
Az + 


CO >< 


Tay xyrafity 


| 
of diſcretion & knovuledge , but wil 
yes ma 


obl1 


1 Uberfore 7 pray you to anſuver 


-yvith 4 commune accord , or, if on 
particular man amonge you ether t4- 


kerh the burden on him ſelf, or receueth 
that charge of you : to approwe bu la- 


bours by your publique conſent. Mo- 


rower becauſe ſundry in place of good 
and ſolide reaſons , give miuerions 
Y yords, reaſon "old | ye abſteine the- 
refro , examining, my mentes of 
anſuvering thereto ſe he , and to 
7 veygh yell my proofes and mynd, 
rather then to pik.at "vvords. Foro 


] think to do, if anie anſuver be made 


to 


to me , Villin nether 


= =— _— —— Py " ——— '* —. 
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TO THE MINIS FERL 


precious tevel 
an innocent and cleane hand , mouth, 
and bart. He thalbe wvidorious, wuhbo 
bath or findeth the trueth, 'vhich can 
not be had except in the true Church 
amongft the lauful paſtors, to ruhome 
ave obe duetiful obedience : wuhich 
mouerh me at this tyme to ſubmut all 
that I bawe wurittin here ,or shal w-yrit 
berafi & in matters of religion, to the 
iudgement of the C atholique Apoſto- 
que and Romaine Church and paſtours 

the ſame : (as in matters of eſtait, to 

is M. bis honorable counſel, @) other 
wuhatſoexer his mag1/trats or officers, 


if f haue poken many thing "VAreue- 
Ehs : intention « upright ta 
both ) e at this preſent f aa a 


ſoredlic uaded that thee is only t 


true Churc guyded by lauful paſtors. 
A 3 Vben 


Tos nvrerity 


When ye proue me that this honor 
appertaineth onlie to your companue , 
and ſic other as agreeth With you in 
"Pnicie of dodtrine, I shal behaue my 
ſelf vaith lyke ſubmiſſion and reverence, 
rowuards you m al reſpedtes. f haue 
told you my opinion C3 ioyned reaſons 
therto, wuhereby ye may ſee me reddie 
to receaue yours (of to knovv t 
vvhat aſſurace ye haue of your Church 
and callmg wvithouth the vvhich aſſu- 
race nether can wve enter in vvith you , 
nor they vybo ar alreddie vvith youve. 
maine vvith ſafe conſaence : for vvho 
can be in quyetnes of mynd , not being 
aſſured if he be in Gods bouſe ,out of the 
Vvhich there is no ſaluatid?] proteſt be- 

fore him, ro vuhom no thing i hid that 
my offer procedeth of 4 ſincere mynd to- 

Vvvardes his honour vvith earneſt deſyr 
of your vveal, & al ( briftians & prin- 

capallic of my contrymen; C7 nether of 
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TO THE MINISTERS 
contempr cf you nor preſumprion of my 
oyvne ſtrength, As to ame of your per- 
ſonnes , the evil arrine ro me, that I 

vvold vvith ro you. I am #fſectionar 
to the religion that 7 prof. ſe, true it is 
( wvhich as Þ beleeue , can not inſtlie 
off nd [you , ſeing that if ye make me 
yours, ye may haxe me as forvvard for 
you ) yet 1 haze vſcd as litlil offenſine 
language 4s | could. But if any thing 
bath « capped our of my penne , that 
may be interpreted other wvayes then 1 
vvold vvith , I pray you pardon me ; 
and think that eftentymes the butter- 
nes commeth rather « f the matter it ſelf 
then of myne ovvne nature. If ame be 
ſo hard and diffcil that be wvil not ac- 
cept my excuſe » nor pardon that, 
vvhich in his opinion is offencine ; the 
beſt vvay to revenge him ſelf on me, is 
to be more modeſt then he thinketh me 
to bawe bene : for be vvil beare avvay 
_ 7 A 4 by that 


Gr homardeinr dC 
meanes 

modeſtie, vyhich 7 vvold CL 
The armes of chyding ar wnpropre in 
thus field, woberin thoſe of ſolide reaſon 
may onlie obreine the victorie. 7f ye 
proue your Church to be good gf your 
calling lauful, F vvil efteme wvorſe of al 
orher copanies dinided frome you in do= 
Gtrine, then ye can ſaze,write,or chinke. 
God of his infinit mercie by "yerrue of 
his truth ioyne vs altogether here by 
y:rtu of by militant , that ve 


Theis thing 1 write to thee that I #hal 
come to thee shortlie. Bur if | tary long, that 
thou mayeſt know bow thou oughteſt ro 
converſe in the houſe of God, which is the 
| ——_—_ —_—_ 


AN OFFER MADE 


TO AGENTILMAN OF 
VALITIE BY M. IOHN 
raler Privat ©: $. Nicoles,co fub- 
ſcribe & embrace the M-nifters 

of Scorlands religion, if they 
can ſuft.ienthe procue 


FF HERO AR ADIOTNED CUKE- 


1be) 
bredrs and fonndane!, rou bebe of 
wytuch, 044 051 (49 294 be cleared, nor offered ground 
us rrbpea 1 theſe don of ables. ed. 


— EF: nov in the felde 
a ( where folirude giuerh me len 
RA far) & wel myndiul of the offer 

J ind promiſe | made nw" 
nng, | r5ooght it not out 
nofbroctine ow by writinge, what | ks 
2 —_— 4 

Mun er; mey 1b wo and /olide rea 

fours 1hevey , | hal roithoas an) for: ber raquaftrnre , 
eremnetne , o irydl of ther defirine, 
tS ir con feflion of ſau , obry 16 tbe 40d 
yu. 300 acrept 1 bar charge. 

Which prome and offer 1 make for no 


4 . Tas OyFy2rR 
— 
F419. ,, any man braging, but that an a«ceſlarie 
| = uber Aryans ks this cou (et, 
whereof my grounds arc theſe, No man can - 
| boCuſeneguny C00us Cunisrt:and 
+ no man can be ſaved by him ,except te be @ 
| ks membre of his myſtical vqdic, which 1s bis 
* kirk , where vnro can be yo entrie bur by the 
doore(if we would not be eſteemed as thecurs 
and robbers) that doore can not be opened 
but by them who bave th —_ that is, by 
the lawſul paſtours Our Lord hi/h abrayned 
Man, ab power in heaven and in earth : be hath (ene 
his A with like pow er and charge: and 
' s| old cxercile this power truclic , & 
in al bolynes , perperual aſlitence of thet oly 
4 ag {p\fit in al-vernie was promiled and given 
vnto them :and in them and by thern to their 
—_ ſuccefſours in the kirk vnto the confurnma- 
tion of the world, So 1 am forced 16 baue 
recourſe ro the Kirk our Saviours ſpouſe x 
which I find in vaine and rono«HerR, if i be 
not receaucd by the true officers in that boly 
tabernacle and houſe of God. Now in this 


nombre of kicks ( for there 
| pon h of diverſe compa- 
pies who have vi that hovorable and 
ſoncraigne name where as there can be bur 


f one rruc ,excepe we would gif many badyes 
| to one head, hich ſort of monſter hatch birh- 
erto ſurpaſſed al pottical &Qior) we zhould 
yic al care & diligence co find out the true kirk 

| nar” 


OF ©, tO. FRASER z 
by lawful paſtours: for 
h wrong in this mater, entring into the 
Cones offices in ſtcede of Gods kirk , be 
ſirayerh from ercrnal faluation , bowſocucr 
be perſuade him felfe co be in the rruc way, 

I chink the ceward or danger might make 
anie man careful in ſerking ; and circumſpet 
in eleQ10n end choohbog , not ras\lie 
credite 40 every man , who shal promiſe or 
vnderrtske ro l-ad Him to Gods houſe. We ar 
aduernilcd by our blefſcd Saviour to be ware, 
and not to beler ne them, who thal fay fo brer 
Chnf, bo there. We nre fallen in a dangerouſe 
tyme, where the diverfiric and multicade of 
opinions and fects purterh many men in 
doubr whome to flee, whome to follow. 
Only this is confelled and granted by al men, 
that there is a Kirk, and but one only (1 meane 
Catholique and vnigerſal ) eſpoule and mvſti. 
cal ofI xs vs Cunri:r, houſe of God, 
piller of veritie, mother of all faichful , our of 
the which there ts no (aluation ,nour lyfe For 
Bo man can hauc our Lord for head ; who is 
pot 4 member of his body. And (ring no man 
gaine (ayerh ehis,of neceſſicie it muſt bur rrue, 
as a thing prinred in al mens har1s by God him 
{clfe, who wil no man to have excuſe where 
be willerb no man to refuſe, 

And tor that cauſe in the (ymbole of faith 
lmmediatly after the articles perteining to t:16 
boly Triniic and myſteric of our KR 
ton , 13 adioyned:; | balecue the boly _=— 


. 


Matt. 24. 


Mor. ts 
at. Ins, 


Pe Vas- 
Late. 


- 


4s THY OFFEWK 
lique kirk, or as it is in the ſymbole of Nice; 
I beleruc, one, boly, Carholique, and Apoſic» 
lique Kirk, we muſt Lir tor our 
mother; for by hir meanes the ſonne 
muſt knowe b1s (e, birth, & kindred 
In this ſpiritual farmilie. By Hr the child knew 
God his farber: Insvs Cunisr - 
teineth to hir only: and no needing 
right but by hir only , in wiole favour the 
conrrat Cp 
avouched by hir who wold twſtly pretend any 
part in Chriſts erernal inheritance. S. 

fayeth very well. dm ( Eccleſia ) far noſtrny 
Hikes lafle natrimar, [pirite ts anime man? : ednltte 
ren: non prieff [ponſa C mornpte of > pudice; 
—— - 7 
pudere cafodu : bas no: Dee [ernas : regae , 
gu: generamt , ofiiguat. Quſqu «b Riclejia ſegrege» 
tw 4adu'trre 4 . 


wetrem. 51 peturt enadere quiſſnam , qui extre Ave 
cam Noe fact, © que exive Eee form fuernt, ena= 
da. oe. ut T5 caryer ; 
vye ar nownbed with bir malls ' woe ar quickned and 
tabe | by bur ſpore. The /ponſe of Chrift rannot be 
pe ic adulterict thre nt acerrant and thiff : 
thee bnoverrh bat anc bouſe thee wouth « (buff 
the b- of ene bede ham *-r: 1hre dard 


t 1th: & 
CR detebd nn Nigrnrtong bag 


the 
mother of al the faithful. 
ins once this kirk 1 wil make no dif- 


THE OFFER 

ro belp our infirmine & ignorice in matery of 
faith , wher $nal we have a furc yd knows 
to the wordle, ro whome tn eſtare 
and condition, may hauec na_ds in ter 
doubres and controucrhes qu dabirtar in fide, 
enfidels off : ho dowbies in faith 3: an infbdclle ; 
at leaſt if he cemarine i] 1n doudr, 

I doubr nor but ſome wil ſend me rethe 
ſcriprures with certaine rules; the which may 
refolue al queſtions and cleare al fort of con+ 
rrouerfies arryſing in marrers of religion. I 
wil accept their counſel, and ferue me with 
their invention, prouyding I can ſee good 
reaſon, 1 wil lay only at this rime , that they 
woo vaunte thern (clues ro have invented and 
ch according to their tudgment ) theſe 

cannor agree amonges them (clues ( as 
I shalbe habil roprove , God will if anie 
man cal my ſaying in doubt ) ſo that I can not 
hope to accord with anie of them, —_— 
without anic farther role, 1 lay as be 
wherein 1 muſt diſagree, with many, 
he agrees with fo few. Bur ro the mater, 
I know there 1s noerrour _ nor can 


be reached inu _— : they were 
JI the ho Fon mmm ns 
& rruc in is of the veritie ,did 


_— was dyrted rothem by God. So I 
worshipe the (criprures for their aurhors caue 
ſe, | embtace them for the veritic conreined 
in thern : yer by reaſon of the myſteries 
hid therin, 1 dare not be io bold as todecyd 

al queſtty 


on M. 106. FRASER 
3) queſtions thereby, koow ng ured tha 
pc prophecie of the (criprure 13 of 
rerpretarion , but muſt be anterprered — 
" fame bolie ſpirit” by which ir was written, 
that is by bolie men ,rc within the 
— wy, of the kirk, and aut by bir ,«s 
they were who receaucd it from God : that is, 
the true interpretation moſt be taken of the 
kick , ro whome, God hath commirred 
al veritic for our inſtruction. For if we hal 
with ome men make doubt of rhe Kirks au 
thoririe and firmitie in al veritie, as not being 
every where certaine , thinking and plai 
affirming, or rather 228 g of religion , 
ſurelie belecuing, that 3hee may erre and ful ; 
to whome shal we haue refuge? what remedie 
hal we have for the woundes of a doubrful 
conſcience? who hal withour iuſte reproche 
apply thes rules ro the (criptures and give vs 
rruc ſenſes} Who thal pronunce the ſen< 
tence, and decree, where to al parties muſt 
ftand ; there muſt be one , ve arcumferemar omas 
Yeats dofiring : That ye be not carried about VYath 
every Whnde of defirine. There wilbe an cuil 
erdered houſe if cucric man be left ro his 
owne fantaſic. Ve are not put here nather to 
nor play , but wich the honour of God 
to ſeck our owen faluarion in humilirie , ve« 
ritie,and cnari-1c | muft have berter and more 
fure guyd nor my (elt, before 1 leave the kirk 2 
he muſt be berrer nor hee alſo, or elſe 1 shal 
ahange in vaine. Iftber be anic fuch-like I 


44 voll 
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" CNL OFFER 
wold gladly heare his name, his 
be dwellerh , bow | might know him. | wold 
willinglic take che paine ,and beſtow the ex- 
penſcs to ſeek him out 1 he love and defyre 
of veritie wich hope of a moſt ample reward 
wil make the labour hight, 

Bur ye wil Gay , it is the (criprores. Bor it is 
not the ſcriptures I ſeck, for 1 have found 
them. 1 ſeek that which 1 could not find, wher 
] found the (criprures, to wit the true ſenſe of 
the (criprures z for other wayes anie libraries 
might have ſatisfied my inſt curioficie : for 
wat cunofitic can be more tuſt, nor ro (eclkk 
eternal lyf+ The heretiks and (Chilmariks, yes 
ſome lewes and Turks have rhe Bible, and 
all-ag- rh them (chucs to have the true ſenile of 
the tame: bur how far they be from it cheie 
moſt pernicious incredulitie doth declare, Bag 
jr may be aid, chat chey take not the (cripry» 
—————— | doubt not but 


they tail, hagwing 
is as 
[an 


qualirie, whey 


thes roles , which learned men cannot ar al 
pradtiſe ) who nor onlie knoweth the true 
way and continucth the ſame, but alſo wil 
chew meit , andin caſe 1 vnoerſtand him not 
= the ful or ſecond time, wil tc] me it over 


6guae 
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IO, FRASER, 
in more plai vage: and if I yer 
miſtake bim, wil shew me my fault and teach 
me the true meaning: And fuch hke, if my 
nighbour & I, be in conrrarie opinion , wil 
ohew vs ip plain termes whoſe meaning is 
good, and whoſe meaning is not good: or if 
there be any other ſenſe berter nor them both, 
will produce ir for our good inſtrudtion 

The (criprures doe tell me the rructh, I 
doubt nor, but they ſuffer are ro take a wrong 


 fenle, and aduertife me not that 1] am decca» 


ved: as we may ſee to our great forrowe ncw 

experience of ſo manic diuerle (ces bied 

finiltrouſe interpretation taken out of the 
ſcriptures. Think not that al theſe wen do 
villnglic deceaue them «lis, drogrmnarr Pecie rev 
#1. Fe ar dectancd by the out ward 16e'ly of rhe night, 
I: they wold hauc heard & obeyed the voice 
of the kirk (who cried high & luwd that they 
vaderſtode not the true meaning of the (ort- 
pruces) they had not gone wrong, a5 they has 
ve done now , following their owne iudge- 
ment. Ye wil ſay perchance.+hey lacked tne 
hbolic ſpirit, for whoſoever bath his afliftance 
muſt goe well. I grant you that ( & conclude 
thereon, that the Kick muſt goe wel ) bur 
ſeing that everie man hath nor! the bohe ſpi- 
rit; how «hal I know who hath him,and who 
not? Among this infinic nombce of theay, 
who pretendeth to haue that priviledge (not- 
withſtanding of their contravterie, a manifc t 
mack of their vatzuth, and that Satan of tentys 
B 


re 
3. Coryar me: doth tran 


THE OFFER 
and change him ſclf in an ans 
) it s :1al be veric hard to anic man to 


A S aeker his ſpirit be albws an ater, plack 


Fo. 4b. 


Exc vanſt, or whyte, as (ayerh Zuinglivs of bis ſpirit. Mo- 


reoucr this can be bur a ſpirit particular, and 
I ſpirir of diſcorde, except he agree with the 
general: for in matters of religion private Ye» 
rites opunie ft, non Veritas. A privat eritie 
but an opinion, and not 4 Yerie, It can not be 

oper to one only wh ich was ginen foral. f 
Fel a common guyde of al Chriftians, 1 wil 
nor credit my owen privat fpirit, an other 
#hould nor look for anic farther at my hand. 
The veririe is but one, the goyd & judge muſt 
be of that fawe narure, 11 find our re rrus 
vd and rule, al men, who woll ve (afe muſt 
low that guyd and rule. So if myns, or anie 
other parricular mans ſpirit. be that fure and 
t-ue guyde , whoſover goerh there 10, muſt 

oe wrong: yea all ocher rules wwhout him 
| cuter for nought. Where as the hoke ſpirit 
can do wel althourb he have no rule preſcris 
bed to him: he who made the Aﬀe of Bilaam 
to ſpeak, may cauſe any man be pleaſerh to 
tel the veritie, be nedeth no help of rules 
þ1s onlic a(bRtance was ſufhcient the A+ 
poſtles to ſpeake, and vnderſtand all rounges 
and know all veritic for mans faloarion. If 
anic particular perſonne hath gorten the (pi- 
rit in chis ſort, ler him (ſpeak boldlie, we muſt 
be all bis diſciples . There ar fundrie who 
wold willing! > —— 
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OT MA 10, FRASER, " 
Geir fraice Nyle 19 wricnng way caidentlic 
declare, yet for feare of mockerie they dare 
pot ſay ir : Bu" let vs rerourne to the (cripta» 
res examined & interpreted by thee rules. 
The ſcriptures (ay thes) be as the tonche- 
fione, wherwith the gold and filuer of Chri- 
Pan religion be tryed and know ne, from the 
falle apd conterfaidt gold and baſc money of 
erroniouſe and hcoreticall doftrine . Now at 
every ſuch tryal cher should be three thinges, 
the rouchitone, the gold or merall ro be ried, 
& the gold{mith : ve have the rouchſtone, to 
wit the ſcriptures, te gold ro be tried, ar 
the heads of r1chgion called in doubr,to know 
if they be of good and fyne meral of veritie 
or not, The debate 13 for the glodſmith, whe 
$hould rrye _— Thus appertcinetls noe 
to everic man, fring that cucric man h:th nor 
learned the craft. Varil we find 8 beer, 1 
think it beſt we receaue the kirk, or rather 
ſuffer the Kirk ro ſtand wirh char charge, ſeing 
po other preſenting him felf is worthie of 
thar place, «s in deed it appertciccth to no 
orher but ro the kirk. Yer fcing that many 
doe other waye1 at this rime, we may ivſtlic 


fay with Saint Hierom /ols ſcrptmrarams ar1ef, p14), ad 
paſium one; Yend- cant; banc gorrale ans, TE 


/ib 
_ www" Verboſrs, banc vns- 
werſs preſumunt, latrrant . docent antequam di\rnns 
There #® only the "raft of the ſcryprares, that all men 
and Vendicas, to them (+1f; rarr1e "To bere cues 


Ne 944 Bf, ewerve rawng old jello we, runy 
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fopbilt ful of weords, yea eneric one in reneral dos 
take thi: ſcripture, d.[member, and teach it, before 
that they bane learned it. We at not now in que- 
ſon of the (criprures, bur of the interpreta- 
tion of then, vw hich should not be drawen to 
out iudgement, but our judgment drawen © 


them , Bringing 1n captinitie all Vuderdlanding 


" Tut the obedion'+ Chrift and baning in 


to revenge all d\ſovodrence , when our 
iba'be fulfilled. _ Curisrs houſe is 
the {choolle of faith, and not of ſcience: be 
knoweth ſufhcientlic, who belecucth 2s he 
$hould doe. God hath at all time ferucd him 
ſelf with the kick co reach men, to declare & 
#hewe bis will publishing his vericie ro the 
world, He wilbe credired on his onlie word 
quomam ipſe dixit &r falta ſunt, ipſe mandanit cx 
creatdans. His laying is more lure , then anie 
mathematical demonſtration, he may make 
an inſtrument of anic thing , who made all 
thinges without anic infirumenr, So our mat» 
ſter and Lord made clay with his ſpirile ro 
heal che blind man: in the hand of anie other 
that had bene ſufh -1ent ro make a ſeeing man 
blind. May he not the with the clay of morrall 
men heall our blindnes in the troch? The river 
of lordan had only common water without 
anie extraordinarie vertue, yet Naaman being 
ſent there, by the propher,ir receaveth the 
wer to heal bim of his leprofie. The pr 

te of all propheres, or rather the maker of all 
prophets hath ſcat vsto the Kick : why _ 
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ohee nor hane the vertue to heall vs of our le- 
ohie of ignorance by him , who ſent vs ro 
} S. Peter ſaid in his name to the crippel 
man ſarge © ambula. 21ſe and walks. the natu- Af. 3,6, 
rall ticknes from the birth coold nor refit lug 
command: his shaddow healed infirmicies:bis _48.,., þ 
worde (layed: his prayers tailed vp the dead: 
And hall Chrifts owe worde have no Rrbgrh?;5. 8.8 
there is verruc in all aboundance, wher encr q, ,, 
be will: our weacknes can not Roppe him. 1 
muſt ſay with Orofius : Hoc fo quiſqnanm bom. _Adner. 
nuts 14 dicendum puter, Vt ſub in/ormitaze bominn ” 
Dewm non 4 CC ommpotentia Dev alt» de anou, 
| oo le ſnſpicerar 1n mm: creature Carle» libex, 
terreſtrinm, © infernorum : bunc non tan» 
tum ententia mes dixerim blaſpbemum, anaib ma 
deteflundum, ſed tam el in exempluns Nadab & 
Abus Dinino igne dammandum , Yel 11xts perdis £69 0@s &. 
tonem Dathan © Abiron biats terre receptuns Dent bs 
Tum 4d inferns merg.ndim. If ane man thins 6. 
beth that it may ſo be ſard,, thit by reaſon of mans 
x ory and oo be —1 ſay God cannot, and 
any t ible to the omnipotencie 
and / bentee Godin all creatures of beas 
COIRIED | wold eflrem according to 
—_— s man not on'y blahemonſe , cr 
dereftable but alſo ether to the exemple of Nodab 
& Avin worthie to be condemned by the fire come 
ng from God, or according to the perdition and 
bioathien of Dathan & Tn ing recraned 
br the open: ng of the tarth, worrbie to be quicke 
thruft doune to bell. Shal our Maiſter and Lord 
B 3 heauc 


Idem. 
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have no trEzth cxcepr that which he receans 
from the initraments he imployeth 2 shal che 
weaknes of :he inftrament þ 1d back his wilt 
Quan poiems in faciends de mbile , tam facilu mn 
TRIES He u as facile and eafre in 
ance thing made, as be u muyhtie in mics 
any of nought. 1 here can be no weak mms 
firurent in ſo mightic a hand. Porrf? ergo cn 
ns (layeth the ſame Orofins) 1» bomne que Yee 
que poteſt omnia He may then do all in man, 
Who may do «ll thinr), 1 wil therefor the 
kuk with ful con e: I shal have a good 
$299, ng God hath commanded me (o 0 
0 It wil be hard © me that the 
c ntrarie should be donne , they 
—— — — then 
in taking an oth-r ,or that he hath 
vs ———_— — vs; wend. 
ther can be true. He is2 God of wildome and 
truch, he bath promiſe4 to gonerne his kirk 
in all ccuch. It shce erre the shame redounderh 
to hir head & ſpouſe Irs vs Cunisr,who 
is hir guyd, redeemer, groundton, & malon, 
who promiſt ro build live vpon a rock, and 
that the gates of hel should not prevail againſt 
hir. V hat reproche should it be ro his wiſdo- 
me or pow:r , if he could nor, or wold pox 
keep hic from errovr,according to tus | 
ſe? Bat he knew not perchance, w bode ma- 
de this promiſe , what power he bad: theſe 
pew Lords had not as yer limited the marches 
of his might: their breit of perambularion 
was 
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67 2X 10s FRASER, NT; 
Jn rr —— of __ 
Immeny« off pnemyne potentts cats ner | page 
| 1 9 Volacre peratum oft: Promuſut quis Yo» 
; [ernauit quis potuit. He promuſ'd;, becauſe be 
wold, be kreped ut, becanſe be meger. And in tructh 
if this Cace ancre of tne kirk were loft; how 
hal we be alſared of the vere? w h-r sball 
we (eek 1« ?at cher hands perchance,, whoaſ- 
fares vs that the wholl Catholique kick may 
erre,becaule they ar but men. It thi y be Gods, 
or may #hew v3 any | wledge , wher- 
by ticy ar excmpred crammed rule of 
errour, to the which al men without exc 
tion (according to their judgment, ts" 
ſtanding Gods promilc) ac (ubic, ic is reaſon 
weshoald hear them, obey, and follow ther, 
becauſe of their ſpecial prerogatiue aboue all 
others. But w yer __ that a} men ar 
ro errour and fals opinions, looſeth 
his credit in al other thin 7s, having obreined 
credit in that: yea being a man as others, why 
may he not be deceaued in that, as wel as in 
the reſt And doubtlcs he is deceaued , if he 
think his maxune of crrour to have place in 
the kirk of God , wher he is ruler and gouecr» 
nour him felt. Who can Keep anie thing wel, 
{f it be ſo vaſure which he hath raken toro his 
owen keeping f Farther the certaine and ins 
fallible conftancie of the Kick in marrers of 
faith may beſt be ſcene in the grounds & mea» 
pes thee vſcth in reaching and guyding vs. le 
is molt certaine that the work dependeth on 
B 4 the 
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the worker , the cfte& on the cauſe , and rhe 
end , on the cheife beginning. Where the #v- 

thour, worker , cauſe, fondament , & original 
beginning ar neceſlarie alltogither and vn- 
changable, the work ,eftet, and end muſt be 

of the ſame nature and condition : Now ſeing 

the kick hath for hir internal author , moncr , 

caule, and beginning, the Father , the Sonne, 

and Holic Ghoſt ſpirite of veritie and truth, 

who hath afliſted, aſlifterh, and will «(if hir 

to the end of the world, why $hal not hir do- 

Qrine, and shee hir (elf be withoart errour of 

faule becauſe of hir* good guyd 2 For faith 

which ſarpaſſech al naturall and humain rea- 

ſon can have no (ure ground bur by the reue- 

lation of God in his kick. This aſſurance may 

be caſelie (cen in the (criprures, becauſe wher 

iris ſpoken of the miſſion and power which 

our Lord geueth to the officers and magiſtra- 

tes of his houſre;/here allo is made mennon of 

the promiſes of his perpetuall aſſiſtance and 
elence to his kirk. All poyyer » ts me 48 

= rp and in tarth : young Sad ze al 
nations , baptiTing them 1n the name of the Father 
and of the Sonne 3 of the Holie Ghoſt, teaching tht 
to ob/crme all thing; webatſorncy | bane commanded 
you : and bebold | am With you alwaye! rucn to the 
ante drab my /ather bath 
ſent ne fo 1 ſend you 8c. And 1 wril atk the fas 


16.10. ut. 


tan 14* ther and bevyil gine ou an other paraclete , thatbe 


may abyd vyith you for wer. Trem. but the pare» 
olete the belieſpirne, hom the Father vil ſend 1m 


m, ROC, 


ſay ate you. Andinan other place ==. len.16 14 


O7 Mo. TY os. Vikas 
avy #4997, be Vil teach you of 


for his Kirk. For thems ds / —_ 
"= ruth &c. « thou 4.4 fend me in the vrerld, 1 © 
bane difo ſent them in the yrorld. The whole 
is to be read for it makerh to the pur- 
poſe. Now if nether his promiſes deeth obli- 
him, nor his prayer bath anie place for the 
lirie of che vernie in his Kirk, how —_ 
be rrue that $S. Paul fayerh. And be ane ſome pb. 4.1. 
pot —on 1 64 propberer, and other ſome Enan- 
ſome afeees, and dottour: to the 
conſummation of the [a1n/Frs nto the york of the 
munfterie, neo the edification of the bodie of Chrif 
Yard yye meet all into the arte of fanth. Wher it 
is plainhie {aid that our Lord hath cftablizbed 
Ecclefiaſtical perſonnes for the perfeQtion of 
his ele&t in c6ſeruing th from the maliciouſe 
craft of vari, that they be nor deceaved by er» 
rour,not caried away with everic wind a 
Qrine;which cannot be eſchewed, vnlefle the 
dofrine of the kirk be withourerrour. We 
ſee the people of eucrie country do embrace 
the religion of their true or fals paſtours: fo 
except the paſtours have ſome certaine rule 
& guyd more then hamaine , withour doube 
their inconſtant dofrine thal mike a flock 
inconſtant, Te ar the ſalt of the rarth, ye ar the Math. y, 
+ wy &c. Tebane not choſen me , but '% 


you that ye and 16. 15.16, 

roms or No nfl penn wm ce : 
Glick things wete lid the Apollr core 
preſen- 
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the kick , becauſe they wer- the fiſt 

nts therof , laide by Issvs Cunt 
him (ſelf oeing yer on carth. 

Ges.1-18. The words of God have yer their force: 
oeſeur & mulvphcamun, brug forth rut and mals 
taphe the words apperte to the poſicz ne, 
and yer doe keep their irengeh,, which they 
rp ng . If be in the tem 

cor ation, w! at shal it 

in the Greater chd ou iberaliric & ſle 

towards bis kirk ? shal +hee be Tris ans, of 62 
—_—— fayeth Liumus of Rome new begoone? 


b we think that ſo great priviledge & (0 
drnedentrceppuntemdertioe>ce Apo- 


filestthere 18 no apparance of reaſc n, (+ ing the 
my — 
hs. : 1 have , het . 
BY dies, dapaaonnads 
What ſequer 3 eacke of my fat bey im my name be may 
« gow. Who can doubt but tary have defi 
red that according to his owen , the 
fruit brought out by them #bvuld remaine in 
the kick : that is , that the verine should re- 
maine for cucr in the kirk 1 Should not the 
ſpirir of conſolation & veritic erernallie abyde 
jn the krk,, wher as none of the Apoſtles 1d 
live an hondreth years ? When they paſt vp to 
nn We WP ay” ne. as our 
eldeſt brethiep 10 enter 1n to the land of erer< 
Y pal lyfe, which our Lord had bought ro thers 
with his preticule blood, hey drew. nor vp ihe 
laddes the. The alliliice tn al veritie was 


giuen 


Of wu. 16. FRASER. ww 
given to t"4 , as being neceſſarie for muns (als 
va 10n:me neceſnrie remetneth, why bil ace 
the gift remaine? It was not giuen to the kukk 
for tae Apoſtles take,us apparteining to themm 
onli-, bur ro the Apoſtles for the kicks fake 
they being hir principal membrex:ſo the prin» 
cipall motive remaining, whyshal not the pris 
wledes lo necefl ute remaine t Tacy 
it but as membres nearch to the head, ro be 
conrinurd and conuay:'d by thern ro the reſt tek ny 
of the body , $ew# 1m capute , &- 
ſeendut in berbam , —— 
wan Yeſliments cis . T his (yweet ole of veritic 
which is in the head I 88 vs-Cn x15 r, why 
shal it not deſcend vato the beard of Aaron 
& to the border of his gatmenr, that is to the 
Apoſtles & their ( s, to the extreme 
border of Chriſts kick Ggnified by bis 
ment! And reaſon wold,or rather Gale inffair 
mercie , that the ſuccefſours of the Apoſtles 
zhould have that fame afliftance of the boly E 
ſpirit, becauſe they have the fame place and 
for the perfirring of Chriſts WW hi- 
<> is his Kirk. And therefor they ar his 
officers & ſeruants, And doutblesit were a- 
ainſt all good reaſon to chink, that the holie 
Irie had gotten onlie charge to guyde the 
les, as though our Sauiour had ſufferred 
death for them oahie, & not for the kirk in all 
ages About the yeare of our Lord 1525. (fun- y 
dry ſetes being riſen vp vnder the colour, %. 
that the truc Kick had failed, all the paſtou- 
ces 


zo WLLELALE. 
res erred, & at laſt hauing decayed. «nd 
therefor alledging that tic y ons. ſent by God 
to reach rhe veriry (o many yeares vokos wen 
__ tothe worlds) David Georgius a chearf of the 
Anabaptifts raking occaſion of that »lledged 
& falle of the Carholik kirk, gaue 
him ſeIFovr for the true Meſbas * Amongeſt 
the reaſons he vicd »grinft ihe Larberiens & 
other ſees, the principal was raken from 
their newnes, & from the defer of the kirk, 

which CE IREnT that ſame occafi of 
tiezfor orher wayes they could nor 
ns nor yer bin minifters, DoRtours 
or Paſtours./f the dofirne of Chrift ( fayerth this 
peſtil&r Dawnd Georgiue) and of bu Apeliler ra 
rue and perfeft crrtarn lie the by k bat they planted and 
formed by their dofirime tbeld baweremanned and du- 
red arcrflair'y, _ drcayre, = les 
— i T nate knoWen to be bole 
gym, / river gar [oayng thet 
eneribro'ben the do+ 
ahararie Jardgy-rrþ Amir 44: or 

and bualded by them, 4: maybe ſrene wn the #7 
fry mp , C-of tn —_ 

ce and imperfeft. A blaſphemouſe conc 
yer altogether neccffarie,if the affurprion wee 
re trove, which ſundric now adaves nor ovlie 
admirres to be true, but alſo raketh it for a gro» 
und moſt cerraine, whervpon they have — wm 
ded their new kirk. A 


Baceo refue his permiioue opinion bx 
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vs ſee and conſider what honocable titles the 
kick hath in che holic ſcripruces, & how faire 
promiſes ar made by God of hic abiluze and 
infalliouhitie : $he 13 called the bodie, the fone, 
the ſponſe of ieſws Chrit, tie bruje of ew7 Lord, the 
plas 0nd fire mn mi or ground of trach N { o#g bt Wach 
bur binod bus Wealbelancd, br: Done, br: wracard, bu 
inbernance bur arg lone. ec oucr taire & beau- 


tifull names to vanish fo fone concraire to his 


bountiful promiſes. / will marrie 1hee vate me for Hoſe 2. 


ewcr. yes | Wil marrie thee Yate ane (Þ 11g tanſacs inde 19, 
o& mere. &c, Mil ot oy breerwith 


Aug. Hat off murer ere, oe mater © affoins Tom. 6. 
Irin/e. m0 Yrs ſus donitate 071414, nom forinſecus men» (irune ad 
dacre ſalloate targs 117 cnlarata T bei 1 the ire mather, Carb. caps 

and chalk mother, decked 19: Wardlu with the 22. 


dignut and warefhie of bur bu-band, not bane ſulla 
coloured ons Ward'y With 4 docraning 14.4nd in deed 


as the {ame $, Aug. (aycth,/s Yonire Eccleſia pert» Thee Þ.. is 
1s; mance quilqus; ab bus Yenire Ectleſia ſeparates fer pal. 57+ 


mu nrcrſie of 1 fa'ſa loquarer, nocrſe rf, rnquans, we 
tum mite excl dt, V Fabia che belly dnfame of the 
bark the verue remainrth, 1 bo/orucr baibe ſeparated 
frome thu boſeme »f the by-4 of neceſ ure be muſh ſpeak, 
beraf neceſiinie 1 ſay, e muſh ret vibe uber weld 
mot be cocrautd (7 ingendrrd.ar th being octane, the 
morber hath caff bros oe. But of shee hath become 
an haclorte & adulirefles ren hath made divers 
ſe, thee hath violared the Law of maciage, which 
God hath promiſt should be kepe in faichful- 
nes. I doubt greathe if they be lautul chuldr& re 

God, 
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God, who callerh therr women - ——— 
#du't. no parrt quarnar:can any milay more tiees 
he thar he 15 an wn (ay that the ki 
he followerh may & hath erredis' cewhoui hs 
donerth bir (elf fo calchie to everic furer,cannot 
be a true ſpouſe ghee muſt be an harlorre. Ex-+ 
cuſe me if I ſay,that ſuch men mey be baftaroy, 
bur the kirk of God wil remaine 4 virgin for 
ever,by the aſziſtance & diligence of bir head 
& ſpouſe: he was born of & virgin, be wil hang 
his membres & o'spring to ae that ſame ho» 
nour , their tre and {piritual mother being 4 
virgin, becauſe shee is 43 ſpouſe,God _—_ 
. ne forme thing out of the denils power; He 

$147 made t6 bins [if « glemenle birknct b 0109 

Tp1ncie or ance ub bat that thre = 
& vrrbrar blame.to wit in dodrine . If God be 
M0449 1, Srtbrovren i» bir oyree braſe,he muſt be weaker 
*. then the devill : which can not be granred,yeu 
» nat thought , without execrable blaſph-mie, 
Whertor | muſt fay with $. Aug, (whom I cire 
the more e for that ſundry of the pro- 
refti-s alledge chat be 1s theirs, nota rhitiding 
he be their greareſt enimic ot leſt ro their 60+ 
mw . Qtrine )Credoanns Bcc eſtar Carbolicam iſe of E:1/efin 
deſywb. Janhis, Errieſia na, Firleſta vere, Ecileſns Carbobea, 
a contre þ avrſe: omar: pagnen! put nave rotrf# expugnon 
p non porrf#: bavr'e! omner dr de rnemund languom /ar- 
: ments mat les de ite gr ariſe 19/6 ant man in ras 


doce 1n/rrorum non wnerat 1699: VS Ve belerue 
be birk , hee the birt the tree burk, 
«ll berr fer her may 


hg 
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ther cam not be enero nes al 8” gove on 

bor, lake Waprofitable branches oa of ths yaereee, 

Sheri the kirk dorth remnant in ber ov ven reace : the 
ates of bell bal wat one come lar. 

Let vs ice the other promiſes made ro Vir, 
by bir head and maiſter, + ich ar fo cleer & in 
ſogreatr nomb:r, that no man cm doubr, ex + 
cept be that wil receaue a0 thing, but that ons 
be which hath paſſed by the erysl of bus tudge- 
ment.to whole 1wigement *o hand, were to be 
without any wdgement . God promiled , av! 
haae 111d afmenadea th- w_ hclf. char is - iG 
the power of Sathan by crrour and herefic 
Should nor preval againit bir, Harh not $a- 
tan prevailled, if he hath caoſcd hir ro crre in 
teacring & authoring fals doctrine? $. Aug. 
ſayrth pailing wel. ow inſult ns beretica per ſom 8 in 
anc ſo,nen /« exte lan, qu decumt Erie bus 4 clipes, Pak. 47% 
reve aine Qs dont vere bug off were ee ad partrs induc, MAD. 4.4 
Your atom Dow. tege) 19: Wau (ollefhs ſuns, #4- 
nou pry [- mate di 1 Inat. 3d Varne Hits crntes, 

meaematnadcrnenatel + Deas 
| 7 9 wp fundewit row Be 07* 
pur. 07 yon anne rn" 
the ereqibes inſult ot ring bailed in (ee 
He, & nor ther © pras(e thens (of vibe ſay» 
ah bs bore —_— ITT 
Chriff ls 1 hore be indurrrh 12 fortron God did gromn- 
fe anne and comrde Ihe King voeve farbered ts 
ther in anoer ſeared by denfen. bus porebence hb 
awe , Which bath comprebended © winried the 
World, @ lengrh gy 


34 MITIETITT. 
God bath bed bor for race. If then 
be barb bur #" ener , Þ Vhat ſeare ye t left the 


Matt. 18. frmamii ihould fallt He promiled alio be +hould 
40. be with bir all wayes cut to the conſur mans 
of che wold: if he left hir nor one day, when 

Joan, 14. *hovid errour have occupied hiitlo should the 
as. holie ſpirit cary with bir for ever, & teach bir 
al veritic: al veritic & errour can not conf 
togither . The father promiſed to his eternal 

Sonne , the fame perperual vericie for big 

Is $9... feed . 1 Wl make tos 199 commer ant with thee 
Joxnth oor Lord © Mig ſport that ni 08 thee, > =p 
Words, Vybnlk | bawe put in thy month, he{ not drpars 

ant of thy month nor vat of the month of thy ford ſoy- 

th one Lord from bence forth cnen for ever. For his 

Ic. 1.33 kingdome 3hal have no end. So ſayerh Davicl 
©p 7-14. of bis domination,which s:albe through al & 
&37. foreucr.And ice drndertin Momtadeld 
6p. 4- 7+ gut gman gh 
Bal. 1.8. thee the for thys inbrritance,, and the mndry 
of the carthe for thy poſeſioen, In an other place & 
Bſal.85 9g. nanten:,yrbome theys buff made ball come > woer- 
——_—CSO [ates 

#%. 4. fayeth: inthe loft dayen tbe mnoun- 
tame of 'be of onr Lord in the roppe of the momn-+ 

tame and exelied abowr the and ol na* 

toms ihal flovy 1641 : not onlic Hatias, but allo the 

other prophets lay the ſame Moreover the fin» 

nes of the children shall not take away his in- 
heritance of veriiie amonges the Chiiſhans: 

Pa. 88. King David afforerh vailuſord Whil 7 mnaky rndare 


39. for ever, and bu throue « I———_— 
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1ndganent1, if they S—_—_ brepe not_my 
comemnendement: thre Wil Wiſs there imognetie With 
4 redde or ther fonnes veurh Broker; yer ny nnerey 
i AA rs re my 
ronurn ant I mb break. ore. Ye fee that God 
wil keep his Sooner heritage norwith Riding 
of mans 
Bur they who nor this flabilicie 
nnd couſtancie of the anſwers that shee 
faillerh not, as longe as +hee heareth the vorce 
& obeyeth the commandement of bur (poule 
Insvs = On — " by the holie 
, following God, which is 
prperaleroyted wie bt ſpiric: bur 
zhee leave the word & obey not bur , 
thee may fail and erre. What is this ocher ry 
, then that the Kirk cannot fail nor erre at 
For we have thewen alreddic that there 
can be no ſuch ſeparation, nor diſobedience: 
where vpon we haue concluded the certaine 
and perperual vericie of the kick, in of 
the perpetual and affured afliftance of In5vs_ 
Cunrsrt and of his boly fpirit in al veri- 
tie: for if *hee were without hir head and 
, thee could no more be s kick. 
which caſe —_— rather fay «hee 
were decayed and , hot erred and fail. 
led. But nether of theſe can be truc as we 
have shewen by cuident of the (crip- 
rres., Ve mutt think our Lord back 
builded his vpon a rock, as it becommeth his 
C wildo, 


Matth. 3, wiſdome, and nor vpon the (andes, as ſooles 
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doo , whole howſes can nor” ſtand becauſe 
the ground is not ſure, 
As touching the promiſes, which ſome men 
retendes to be conditionallie made ro the 
tk,becuſe ome promiſes are of that nature; 
they muſt rnderſtand that ſuch promiſes tou+ 
cherh onlie the particular if they remaine in 
the kirk, if they follow our commandee 
rent. God ſayeth roMoſes Zrcr off locus apud me 
CES Bebold there 11 4 place by me, 
the w halt Sand the rock 1 On this rock 
the kick 14 barlded shee mutt be tabell Sheer is 
our Lords inheritance giut ro him by God his 
Father without anic condition: which may be 
shewen by nomber of places of the (cri- 
prures . [c h notypon mens vyerrue 
or vice, ſtrength or weaknes folie or wiſdome: 
he hath taken rhe _— of his owen right 
in to his owen hand:he wil not be ſpoiled by « 
bn here is none mightier: - 
depended vpon oar worthines, 1 doubr 
Cirit Iefus thoald have bad anic Kirk at all; 
we muſt lay clayme to his infiair — 
enes,& exccedinge loue by the which be 
promiſed not to abandonne bis Kirk, nor ro 
uffer hic to go wronge- his grace is a ſufficient 
shrowd againeſt al tormes,and a (ure ancre in 
al diger:he wil care for nothing in this world, 
if he be carcles of his wealbeloved ſpouſe, 
who is his doue,perfice and vndchiled. 
The ark of Noe was not (urmonted oy 
z 
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floodzir was euer higher the the water of the 
flood, which norwhirftiding was higher then 
all che reſt of che rhings vpon carth . Men, 
townes, hilles, mountaines were lower the the 
water, which yer acknow d the Ark to be 
aboue tht: for they drouned the reſt, bur lifred 
the Arke. quis domines ſappoſuit manunm : Br» Pal, x7. 
+ pohopenr}, "eo TIS (5 what KA of 
could furmount it, which was ſuſteined by 
the tie +54 of our Lord? This was with. 
our condition : bur wi were to be (a. 
ved,it behoued thern to be therin:for ro them 
the promiſe was condirionall. The Ark, if ir 
had not had the ſpecial alliftance of God, had 
bene ouerthrowen as the reſt, who wanted 
that ſafegarde and proteQtion. 
The veritie of that figure is given to Chriſt 
our Saujour withour anc limited or condi- 
tion: bur co the particulars, if they be therein, 
The water which out of the ark was moctall 
and deadlie,witkin it, ſeructh for lyf. So may 
we lay ofthe kirk, ola ef?, fue 18774 ſe pefttat Aug ts, 
Valida raritaru compare enboant; Tude & «y#s to ar tips 
<lanry arcam quidom ad [nol miore ſ Sulit omne [era is, 
antres 91901 Oxtr4 4r0am innentt, extimeit. It i» thee 
onlie who hrepeih with , Wgetit bind theſe Þ» 
& within bir where by the wo 41er o/ the dcln mY Car 
med the ar+ on beh " but wc erter it jon md 
with out the ark, it defrayed. V by hal not Arcs 
Bedefia ſuperior efle omnibus nd > {nib 
ererw? No thing can be in danger that con- 
flaaclic remaincth in our Lords ker ping, how 
C4 weake 


<tr Noa - = 


—*——_ —_ 
en nn Wa _— 


af THY Orr 
weake ſorner ic be of it (c1f, having firengrh 
of re keper, 

Bur they wil ſay perchance that all theſe 
promiſes and perrogariues ar ether to the Kirk 


iarhble, or tor the reuelarion of the bolie 


ſpirit made ro eucrie man in particular, where 
by they ar governed and called b1s. Let vs fee, 
or rather let vs confider ( ſeing it can not be 
ſeen) (his inviſible kirk, | pray you read the 
places cired betore, & ye $hall fee that the pro» 
miſes ar made to a vifi ie companie, The (alr 
of the earth. the highs of the world: as « ct ic 
ſet vpon A mountaine: 4 candle ferre vpon & 
candleftick + who hearcth the kirk , bearerh 
Gcd, wie contemneth hir, conte mnerh God! 
Who wil not here, nor obey the Kirk sbould 
be to vs 45 an excommunicer perſonne. $'ce 
is Genified by the Ark « f N: &: By the children 
of Iratl in rhe defert: by the vyniard : by $, 
Perers shippe: by a mounraine : by the metres 
caſte in the ſea: by 3 piller &c. w- 27 is here in» 
nifible, or rather what can be viable ro him 
who feet 1 not theſe things? be hath need of 4 
Ph can, and not of nckes who cannot fre 
a »t1ppe & nertes, an Arke of three hondrerh 
cubires long, 4 vyniard, a cirie, a candle vpon 
an cand<clitik 3 mounrtaine, a pillar, fyue or fre 
h -ndreth thouſand perſonnes to gither. what 
remedice for fo deſperate a blindnes in fo woe- 
ful 4 ficknes ? Libeas miſerans offe Libenter. He 
muſt per14h in bis owen bli , who wil 


opt his cycs. How can we acknowledge or 
mor ope bus cy _ 
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obey this inwihiole Ludger Wiicr 3hal we find 
hic- na/qaam off fo naſ jnam Wdetwr , cm non fit 
nceorpores:; buw can we oc toyard with hurt & 
out © hir boſom there 14 no [luaris, The knik 
hid charg to teach al natiors & baprize them, 
I ihink it shalbe as diff. ul to | car as 16 fee 1m 
uifh1le dotours, except we wil receaue the 
olde bob gobhos for paſtours Shal we velce= 
we that the Kick of God rath n(þver bene free 
ne, becaufe the doarine teached now in lun- 
drie places was never heacd before, the du» 
Qours the-rof nor being as yer borne? TI the 
kirk was cucr viſible, it was that shee might 
be knowen & fo followed. Vnrill chefe men 
came shee was hi4,now hee is knowen, why 
hath $''e changed hir nature? 13 it ro deceauc 
vs? God forbid-$»all we give the c:uſe wonne 
to the Anabapriſts, with cheir toolsh & new 
invented ſynagoge } Vaich doubrics muſt be 
receaued according to this opinion: or if it be 
receaucd in others, why shall it not be recea- 
ved in them? If they bad yer remained inwitt- 
ble, they had bene more worthie of credir, 
Bur whar, anic thing 15 good enough to theis 


finraſticall ſpirits, Notre in 1ades Dering, God 13 Ba poet. 


not knowen bur in his Kirk, and by his kick, 
leing thee is the pillar of vericie and rromper 
of his holie name. It 18 shee who hath diſcou- 
vered, aſſaulted, and condemned, yea and at 
laſt deſtroyed all herehies in euerie age, not by 
jumfioilicie, bur by vifivle preſence , in gene 


tal counccls, by dayly picaching and teaching 
C3 o. be 


Tom 9.1 


Epiſt.'on. 


tralÞ. 2. 
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of hir doQovrs and paſtours , and 
decrees of hir miniſterial head. If cher be none 
of theſe things true, the kick muſt be onlie 
a vainc ntaſticall imagination forged ro 
abuſe = lyke to the ph al 
where foohsh men imploye their lyfe, mynd, 
and ſubſtance to find right nought at laſt. = 
emplims (fayeth S. Auguſtin) diffurw ſum = 
(ace; qui tim magnum moniem non Wdent _= 
contra lucernam in candelabro fn oculo; 
dunt. YVhat that 1 ſay farther but that they ar blind 
Who ſer not ſo great 4 mountain! who 
their eyes againit the candle put on the candleftik, 
And in an other place. Ferre mons Ins 
werſam faciem terre. Ecce cinitas de qua ef: 


ſj» nonpoteſt cinitas abſcond: ſuper montem conflinurs. 


Te. 8. 
g/l. 56. 


1: ante off endunt in montom, © cum en dicitur, 
aſcendyte, non eff mon, dicwnt: faciling luc faciem 
mp: eunt; gram illic babutaculum querum. Bos 
bell ho moihaine filing the face of the whole earth. 
behold the cine of which it w ſaid: 4 cntie ſette one 
an bil can not bebid —_ wit the hererikes) 
do firih them ſelfs againſt the bul. e- when it » ſard 
to them, Vp, they [av;, it # not the il They do 
more ms dah their face arainfft that bil, nor 
ſerch any dwelling there. | maſt fay with the ſame 
5 degattte-coale inſania, quod non Y:det, 


credu mecum: quod Yidei, negas. credu mecun Chris 
fam exaltatum ſuper carlos, quod non Yidomw, or 
negas ploriam tim ſuper omnem terram , quod Vi 
demar, 0 brerencal ſrowardne:, and obtinate made 
dneſie, thou beleeneſt winh C—_—— 


iloſophical None, 
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then demyes that which thou ſeeft, Thou belenef# with 
me chat Chriil w exalted avon the beauti, which we 
bane not ſerene; thou denyelt bu glorie to be Yoo a4 
the earth, which we ſee. And if I be not abuſed,cthe 
ecutions ( w 'ich continued almoſt from 
Chciftsdayes to Coltantin the greate,although 
not in al place & with lyke crucltie, wher mas 
ny thouland martyrs did beſtow their lyues) 
were againſt the viſible kirk of har age: for if 
this new inviſiole kirk had bene in thoſe dayes 
#hee had conſerued al ie membres from dane 
.by mcanecs of bir inv1fibilitie: And in deed 
al ſuch men eſcaped the tyrannie of the moſt 
crucl Emperoures by that ring Gyges. or 1a- Plats 10. 
ther becauſe none of theſe inviſible men as de reps, 
yer were forged. Shall the kirk of God have ; 
no other refuge in perſecutions (whither they 
come of tyranntes, or of hereriks oppugning 
the veritic) but co flee ro the darknes of 1nut- 
ſibilicie (more ficre for the membres of Satan 
| w——_— of darknes, then for the membres of 
tsvs Cuntsr author of light) as Sepia 75+ con- 
to hir black blood or inket God forbid. If they felon of 
anſwer that they vnderſtand by the inviſible /411b owe. 
kirk, the elet, who becauſe they ar knowen 17 anjered 
onhlic co God ar called inuifible, 1 anſwer that i= the a 
the ſame argument maketh the condemned of paria- 
nes as well ro be inviſible, icing they ar ment / ofs 
nowen to God onlic in that qualitie, (o ail de the 
the world shalbe inviſible. Secondly f(cing 1557 prom 
that lam obliged ro joyne my felf with the td 1468. 
wuc kick onlic ; how shal 1 know hir being & «197+ 
— ” knowcn 
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knowt only to God? | fay onlic that we found 
as long as they did reigne, a viſibel , at leaſt 
ſenſible , and moſt cruel perſecution, «gainſt 


for they were conſtrained to ſubſcribe and 
ſweare that the preſent religion was good, al- 
beic in their conſcience they knew and were 
to the contratie: which perſecution 
was {o cruel that the death it ſelf had bin mos» 
re tolerable: yea I perſuade my (lf chat if che 
Miniſters wold have proceeded by way of 
death againſt the Catholiks, that they should 
not have wonne (o meikil againſt chem as 
they did then, by an extreme neceſlitie ro 
which they pur them. Bur to retourne to their 
ingifibilicie: we ar ſeeking 4 kirk ro guyd vs, 
shee was inviſible before our dayes (and now 
we haue (o manie kicks viſible chat we know 
not which ro chooſe ) why fo longe invift- 
ble, and why now ſcene? inuifible when 
shee might have bin knowen, becauſe ther 
was but few, and now viltible when the 
= _ maketh bir —_— ro vs, 
heſe dark queſtions requirerh a new Ocdi- 
pusto (olue them. I ay that abſolutlic shee 
muſt be knowen to vs, & not to God only: 
God of his infinit mercie,and goodnes, hath & 
wil communicate to vs his knowledge fo fac 
as it is neceſſarie for our (aluation : but it is al- 
cogither neceſſarie for vs) to knowe the true 
O_o God is 
IIS 
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ed anl1ceternal lyf mercifulle obreined, as 18 
ſaſi-1enclic prourd before. If I thould 
i chouſand pound to any mi, & after (end him 
to an inaifible Treſwurer ro be payed, s ould 
he not hauc iuſt oc:ahon to think me an abu- 
ſer t God hath promiſt rruclic ro his Sonne by 
the mouth 0: David that bu ſeed bat remarne for ſal. ih. 
ener, © bus throne (halbe 41 the Sunne before bums, > (6, 
byte to the M1vone perſe't for ener : if the Sunne and 
the M vac, when they ar in rhcir = clear. 
nes be tnuifible, I vnderſtand no thing. The 
kirk neucr hath bene obſcured (o far by per- 
ſecutions, bur shee might be knowen, beſy- 
des the miſerable blindnes of the lewes & 
Genrils, & mahliciouſe obcnacie of hereriks, 
or fatiouſe ſeparation of (chiſmariks. WVhart 
Vil they make the enimics of God to be caſe- 
he ſcene & found, wher his ſeruants & frends 
dare not shew the ſelues? Then God man hyde 
and keep cloſe his freinds for feare that Satan 
ſpoille him: he $hall have onlie fuch as he may 
without the deuils knowledge by mea- 
nes of the inuifibilitie , changed now in ro A 
vilibilicie, by vertue of an a v7 pacliamer hols 
den at Edenbrugh wirhour approbatis, in the 
*encs M. abſence the year of God 1560. ra» 
by a parliament of lyk force in his Maie» 
ſties minoritie 1567, But I paſſe this nec perernns 
mennins, Latorue malorum. T he deuil should hghe 
again che members of the kirk, bur should 
not becauſe the viRorie should be thee 
&p,and they for their vidtoric should be _ 
gc 
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ned, which can nor be without batrail. yam 
cartat in nom coronatur n1ft legrtume cer 
BS Jr gs” wa ” 
not crouned except be «1 be ongltto doo. Ard 
Saint Paul ſayerh of him (elf , Bonwms certamen 
certans curſum conſummani, fidew ſernant : 1n rel» 
ta ft muibi corona inttinie , reddet 
NE nets ohedhe tals die She 
fought « ol bane conſr mate my courſe) bas 
we {26 pt. # lard 
for me 4 cro'V ne of inflice, which onr Lord wil rews 
der to me in the laft day a iff indge. 
If any think hir inviſible becauſe shee can 
pot be ſceneall ar one ryme , bur only in hir 
es:by that ſame reaſon they may think hil- 
& mountaines inviſible,or rather no thing 
in the world robe vifible, nether man nor be- 
aſt,nor other thing,great nor ſmal;becauſe no 
thing can be ſcene - f ar one inſtant , one part 
cutting away the ſight of an other , as may be 
ſcene by daylic experience. 

As to them who thinketh that all Gods pro- 
miſes appertieneth to the particulares, who- 
me he afliſts by a ſecret and particular inſpira- 
tion , & fortifieth by an internall and inward 
conſolation; whereof the holy ipirir is called 
the ſpirit of conſolation: we have refuted chem 
before, and if rhis opinion were true, as it is 
not, it wold conficme & ſtrengthen our ſen» 
renace:For if the ſpirit of veritic be geven ro e+ 
ueric man in particular, meikil more toall ro+ 
githcr. So the kizk having the ſpiritin ſo great 

N- 
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abondance could not erre. And doubtles natu» 
rall reaſon wil conſtraine vs to think chatif 
the particular can not erre (which muſt be if 
euerie man be afliſted with the holy ſpirit ac- 
cording to Gods (oltne promiſes (the paſtours 
of the Kirk shoul lefle be ſubir ro errour,be- 
cauſe of their office , ſcing thac the charge is 
geuen to them to teach and & guyd the faith- pb. 4.14; 
tull thar they be not caried away with euerie 
wind of do@rine, except they wil lay that pa» 
ſtours be altogither vnncedful, ſcing that the 
holie ſpiric hath taken the othce vpon him to 
guyd eucric one in particular , or that the par- 
ticular men hath the holie (piricin all abon- 
dance, which is denyed to the paſtours, who 
for that cauſe may erre, wheras the particular 
is aſſareo, an opinion ridiculouſe and pernici - 
ouſe,although it be embraced by manie now 
adayes. Bur this opinion of privat inſpiration 
is falſe, becauſe our Lord (ro whom all appar- 
teinerh by the gift of his Father) made theis 
promiſes to the Apoſtles when heſent them as 
maiſters, gouernours, and paſtoury of his kick, 
to preach and teach throughout the whole 
world, ind therfor it was for the publik char- 
ge,dactie, and viilitic of the kick vniverſsll, 1s ; 
emnem terram exiuit ons corn, C3 1n fine; orbu ter Fal.i$.5, 
re Yerba corn . Moreouer this opinion is ab. 42 10g 
ſacd, for if every man hath the holy ſpirit, in * 
ſuch z2bondance,no man could erre, but wold 
fay the crath in al thinges (I mean in maters 
faich) yea no man could haue —_— 
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Ker or paſtour, (45 15 (a1d)euerie one being moſt 
ſufficicntlic inſtructed by the bohie ſpirit, to 
can nor erre: vpon theis vaine imaginati6s the 
Anabaptiſts have builded their folies. Never - 
theles ie muſt not be th »aghr that we deny 
that the hohie ſpirit” doeth adit the ula- 
=_ For he aflifterh them indeed wv ih his gia- 
they ar moved to obey, conſent, & 
bo the doQrine of the kirk, & to keep the 
wnirie r therin , bur not to command, 
guyd, and gouerne, which appatteineth onlic 
to the 1s (aid 
There reſteth yer rwo obieQti6s againſt the 
ſtabilitie of the kirk in all verinie. T he firſt 15, 
that the particular kirk may erte , which may 
be hem E by manie exiples:& therfor the kick 
Catholik and vniverſal may erre, Tne ſecond 
is, that che kirk Cathol 1k is repreſented by a 
general Councel: but the general Cofi.cl ma 
erre, and hath erred : Shes Cathol:ik __ 
vniverſal kirk mayerre. Toconfirme the fit 
obieQtion they colle&t againſt the lewes kirk 
the favlees commirted trome the beginning of 
the world to our Lords ryme:10 the which al- 
beir ir be cafe ro anſwer, yer becauſe it is nor 
who ar (| of the Chriſtian 
kelp it for « —_—_ making no 
gainſt vs. I (ay _ 'bat they »hal nor 


beabil TC howentorapatel in the lewes kirk 
approved by publik conſent. For t he ſenten + 
ce of death pronounced by Caiphas againſt 
our Lord was no wayes crronioule wy 

(it wo 


a =o meawca A za .Docc_ ——_—_—_ Ss 


O7 WM. 10. FRASIER, 7 
(if we wold lay aſyd the wicked mynd from 
whence it proceded) (cing it was according to 
ous Maiſters will (qu paſſes eff, quas Yolat) and 
Gods owen decree of his infinit mercy & love 
towards mankind. And $. lohn approuecth ic 
as comming ot the holy ſpirit, who pr 
by the mouth of « wicked man. The words of 


the Eqangeleſt ar theſe : 3ut ene of them named [0.21. 4% 


the bigh prief of that year ſard to them, 
y0# knoy not , nether doo 10+ confoder that t us 
expedient for v1 1 — 
Whol nation preich not And thu beſad not of res 
Pikbar king Ugh pre of chetyew be proplonctthe 
leſs die for the nation , and not only for the 
nation, but gather into one the children of God, that 
were deſperſed. VVherby we may vnderſtand 


the itie of the decree , not —— 
tlie wickednes of che inftramenr. God bli 


his = by Balaams mourh : but this is areas. 23, 


more ſolemne , {eing that Ins vs Cunisr 
is pat in poſſeſſion of his inberitance by the 
ſentence and decree of the fy pronoun. 
ced by Caiphas at that rime high priet,Chrit 
being declared ro be he, who was to rederme 
the world with his death, by che which che (a- 
erifice of Aaron was to take end, the ſynago» 

e having reſigned ouer al right ro the true 
bh, , and that by a general conſent, ro the 
Jewes greatter and incxcuſable condemna- 
tion. 
As to the reſt of the argument it followerk 


not. The particular may exre,ergo the general 
may 
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may erre: For the partes ( which aras ir were 
riculars (of the clements do perish eucrie 
_ elements notwithſtanding doe remai - 
ne, yea and recover at one (yd, what they looſe 
at the other: for it 1s 1impoſhible that the whole 
elements can perish all at one tyme, 1 mecane 
paturallie. 
So we (ce men die eucrie day and that in 
n6bers at ſome times, yet there 
commeth ——— not 
sh alrogerher, e God bath bliſſed 
im, and al living chings by theſe words 
Creſcute ©3- multplicamini, Ariſt, wold have an- 
fwered home now morietur ſed bic bome. And 
which is more, as man in particular remai- 
ning man , that is, reteining the nature and 
x of man , cannot die ( for it he die 
ceaſſerh ro be man ) ſo the parricular kirk 
remaining a Kick , that is I in the 
doQrine , vnion ,and communion of the Ca- 
tholique Kirk , cannot erre: for ifthe fal in 
errour of doQrine generally receaued and # 

- withdrawing oe + from the bole 
Catholique kirk, shee 15 no more a Kirk, but as 
a dead body pollefſed by ſchiſme and herchie. 
Bur if shee remaine in obedience and vnion 
with the Catholique kirk ,albcir shee be af- 
favlred with anie ficknes, or troubled with 
any wound of errour, yet by the lyf, ſtrength, 
and health of the whole body of the Catholik 
kirk, shee may recouer bir health. Even as 
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the interne and inward forme being loſt, ie 
loofſeth the nature of 4 finger , alrhough the 
material part remaineth as before ; But remai- 
ning joyned and vnited with the body, not- 
withſtanding any inficmitie or wound, it may 
be cured and healed , by reaſon of tac lyfe and 
health of the reſt of the body with the which 
it is conioyned. A greene tree by violence of 
flormie wind, froſt,or ſeaſon of year, may looſe 
= lexnes or branches ſome tyme, which the 

Ing or ſpace of tyme will bring againe: bue 
i CES breaten or hover Oh of the 


—_— there is no -_ of leaucs , meikel 
of branches, he muſt plant an other tree, 
who wold (ce cages or branches there againe? 
which experience can not be ſought is the 
kick: Fox Insvs Cunisr wilphotno 
other; and I know not who could rake the 
charge in his place, for it bchoued him to do 
berrer then our Lord hath donne before him, 
wherby the promiſes made to the runes 
kirk might once be accomplished , (eing that 
Chriſts Kirk hath failed by interuption, as 
they ay: which can not be, notwithſtanding 
the faillinge of ſome $, ptouyding the 
on keep their integritie: but they 
—_— , there is no meanes to (ſet vp againe 
that Kirk ; they may perchance (err vp an 0s 
ther , if they have ceceaued rhar power, And 

thas far for the ficſt obicQion. 
As to the ſecond we receaue the propoſi- 
tion as good and true, if they vaderſtand 4 
.  —_ 
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claded, & confirmed: for doubries fic a coun- 
cel repreſenteth the Cathohque ard vniuerial 
kick, which we belecue can not crre : bur that 
fic counccls hath erred or could erre, we deny 
plainhe Yet to prove their faying,they alledge 
that the councecls ar contraric one to an other, 
which can not be but errour of one, or both 
the partics. And farther, councels have cor- 
rected councels ,as ſayeth S. Avg. but corre- 
@ion ( lay they) prefuppoleth errour + For 
t1e proofe of the firlt they bring examples et» 
ber of particular & provincial tynods againſt 
—— councels : or conuecnrnicles of here. 
tks apainſt A general, orels councels (ulpeR 
and diſallowed againſt 4 lauful and general: 
Vherfor that proucth nothing agairft vs, no 
more, then maketh againſt the authoririe ofa 
Lufol parliament ( þ parns licet 

as ) the conuertions holden in divers sÞþ 
being one againſt an other, or anic of them 
ageinſt a1uſt ard lauful pariiament :or yerd 
ſedrriouſe aſſemble of rebelhoule perſonnes 
ryſing againſt their lauful Prince : or againſt 
« purhamevr of the whole eſtates called , hob 
den, concluded, and confirmed by the free an- 
thoririe of a vaſt & lawful Prince in his maio- 
ririe, There can not be anie contradiction in 
« Kings or commune Wealth edits, or ates , 
for correQting , or agreing together, the opi- 
nions of particular rownes or sbyres , or for 
condemning of rebclis, and iheir _ li. 
n 


Conncel laufully calied, holden, com» | 
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OF i. 10. FRASER, 4x 
belles : or by improving of ates never ap-= 
proucd by his forfathers; yea nor for chan= 
ping of any thing of policic in a berter forme 

ing admonished by good experience, ale 
> it had bin otherwayes ordained by a 
parliament before ; prouyding che matters of 
them ſelues were indiffertr. W here it is to be 
noted firſt, chat, we ſpeak here of al 
Cquncels , and nor of particulare , which as 
8 —_ erre ,ſoought they to be corrected 

the general(as meaneth S. Auguſtin againſt 
the Donariſts ) if there be anic Clag wro 


Secondlie it is to be noced, rhat chis diſpute 
should be taken of rhinges apperteining and 

the ſubſtance of faith, wher there 
can be no changing or varietic, meikel les 
contrarietie: for that which is once veritic re- 
maineth ever veritie becauſe the veriric is but 


one, which may be made cleare and plaine, 
not changed in the contrarie. Bur chings ap- 
ro maners , ciuil diſcipline , com- 
—__ Hyper ceremonies , becauſe they 
touch oftentimes bur Gogular mens actions , 
or ctrtaine countryes and perſonnes , or cls ar 
; ne = reaſon of the tyme; not onlie may 
changed, the circumſtances bein 
_— away, but ſome tyme of neceſline —_ 
changed , except men wiltullie wold looſe 
all: of which things. S. Aug. may be vnder- 
Rood : for it is cerraine he could not vnder- 
land of marrers of faith, ſeing in h1s davcy 
there was but rwo general Councels holden 
D (except 
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( except compt the Councel holden 
the A pms Wn the —_ 
Nice , and the firſt of Conſtantinople , which 
with one conſent are eftemed to be without 
errour ,and ſo could not receave corretion 
the one , from the other. Thirdlie it is ro be 
noted that we vnderſtand the only Conclu- 
fions, which ar raken in the councels, 
& not al things which ar done or ſaid during 
the ryme the councels holde , as in diſpures 
and conference ; which things procederh of 
men, and may therfore be comoyned with er- 
rour: and (o can ſerue for no argument againſt 
our ſentence. Although the matter cequirerh 
a more ample diſcourte ( if our ivtention had 
bin to expouud this ſubieR at length) yet rhis 
may ſ(crue for the preſent. 
Burerel ilar Seuldorpren not 
to miſtake me in my former diſcourſe ( for 1 
ſee many miſtaken in the ſame marrer) as ifl 
weld thruſt doane , and rread vnder ,or 
non the authoricie of the holie (cri 
res , by having recourſe to the kick in (ceki 
the _ ſence of them : we x a. 
borh —_— itie, vericic, and certaiatie, 
becauſe they ar both of the holie ſpirit , b+ 
ning their verrue & force of him, as the Am- 
baſſadour and ambaſle or commiſlion of the 
King or Prince who ſendeth them. The one 
derogateth nothing from the other : for if 
there be anie thing obſcure in the c6miſhon , 
why may we notask the Ambaſladours iude 
meat 
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ment without anic prejudice of h1s commil- 
fon? or rather as apperteining 10 him , hal 
we not atk his jadgement ? for the letters of- 
tenrimes ar veric thorte conteining brieflie 
the marrer , waole more ample declaration is 
referred to the Ambaſſidoar , who for that” 
cauſe is ſent with lerrers of credit, he or her- 
wayes not being neceſlarie , becauſe the ler- 
ters might doall , except rhey might wot au- 
| nb oe (clues. Few I 

The kick is Gods Ambaſſidour fent to dee 
clare his will gbaving the (cripruces for l:e- 
ters of Commiſſion and credir, & that in wot 
ample forme; 2s we have 3hewen before: why 
not hir voice be heard before al others in 
declaring the true meaning of hir commiſl- 
fon ? shall ask of anie other why thee was 
ſent ? The kirk and the (criprures ar two loaw- 
fal fifters of one father, none of them ithould 
be caſte out, Alterizs fic noſcir apes rt! C2 199- TI's 9. com, 
ret amice, Therefor Saint Auguftin Gy:th , cre. 56. 
thar we keep the veritie of the (criprores,; .., 
when we do that which isapprocel by the 
whole kick, whome we fre fo wel recom- 
mended to vs by the authoritice of the Game 
ſcriprures, as that which can nor decrave vs, 
becauſe it is the bolic wrie. So withonur 21-47 
om—_ we prove the ({cripruces by thes 
irk, and by hir alſo the trac ſence of then, as 
the commiſhon and the intelligence ch:rof, 
is authorized by the Ambaſſidour 
Its vs-Cnxtsr prourd him (elf to, be 
D 2 tht 
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the true Mcſſtas promiſſed ro the Tewes , and 
that by the propheres and law : becauſe all 
things were compleat in him, that were fore» 
| by them to be in the erue Meſhas The 
ame was donne by the Apoſtles and 14 danne 
now cucric day againſt the Iewes: yet it is nor 
to be concluded tat the propactes and law ar 
preferred before our Lord, Itis incugh that 
the witncs be of (uſhcient credit and autho- 
ricie with the partics, If any man denie this 
dignitic to the Lick, [ wil pray him to pardon 
me , if I ſay he docth that wagech Saran defy. 
rech moſt: for he laborech ro rake away the 
three thinges which onlie doe affuce vs of 
our Maiſter and Lord Irs vs Cunnisr,to 
wir, the kirk, ſcriptures, and miracles, which 
may be eaſclic ſcene : for the kirk being eftce» 
mcd a liar, and worthie of no credit, vw hat can 
be thought of the (criprures and miracles , 
which we know by the Kirk only : but if the 
kick be ( as +lice should ) of fulhcicnt aviho- 
ricic with al crue Chriſtians, thoſe chinges can 
not be called in doubr. And why should nor 
hir depokrion be heard , or rather hirtadge- 
menc receaucd, in whatſocucr marrr of reli- 
gion, asa thing apperteining iuſthe ro hir , 
and which thee may berter know then any 
uther , by reafon of rhe trait alliance bers ixr 
hic head and ſpouſe Insvs Cunisry, and 
hir 2 Shal cucric man know the will of the 
Lord, and ſenſe of his commandements , and 


his deate (poule oalic shalbe ignorant ? Then 
10 vaine 
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in vaine hath be kiſſed bir with the Kifſe of his Con. t. 1. 


mouth :1n vaine hath he put his left hand vn- 
der hic head, and with bis right hand in vaine 
bath he embraced hir,in vain hath he brought 
hic into bis chambers, if any man hath great 
ter priviledge then vhee; which mult be, if 
everic man should take that which be thinkes 
good and truc, and not that which the kirk 
thinketh and declareth good and true. And in 
very deed , none of thele new fidkious ſeftes 
can have credit till chey have perfuaded their 
aud tours that the ſpouſe of our Lotd isan 
vnworthy liar. O blaſphemous rounges , and 
foolizh beares, who fo rashlic geue credir, ro 
athing of it ſelf ſo incredible, & fo pernicious 
when it is receaued. Chriſt commanderhs vs 
to bear the kitk, Knox, and Caluin forbiddeth 
vs, and wil, we follow only the (criprures , 
thar is rheir, or our owen judgeme:. Should ir 
be doubted ro whom we shoald here obey? 1 
muſt of force reccave the iudge ordained by 
the Prince , and not ro conſtitute my (elf, or 
anie other in that place, for that were a cryme 
of lx{maicſtic ,and worthic of 2 moſt (cucre 
tion,to (erue for example to all other pres 

prious 
Now if we #hould preferre the kirk before 
the (criprures (which we do nor, al:hough we 
bir before privac mens interprevation 
now of new, which w hen we contemn - 
neand reiedt, they deceprfolly olledge vs ro 
deſpiſe the (ſcriptures) who could tulthe be of+ 
D 3 fended 
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fended with vs fring shes 14 the ſpouſe of our 
Lord and Maiſter, aud the ſcriptures the cons 
tract of mariige beta ixt ehemiwho doubrteth 
bur the ſpoule is to be preferred before the 
contract of mariage? Moreover the (criprores 
arc made for the kirk, and not the Kirk tor the 
ſcriprores: ſhe ſ<both War made for man, and net 
manor te ſabborh,(ayeih ou Lord, And alloithe 
kick was before the (criprures, & shaibe aficr 
them. For the kick triumphant shal have no 
need of theis memoric3 and directions, vaving 
the plenitude of al kno ledge & veritic in the 
contemplation of him, in whom can be no 
Ignorance aww lamine Wdelonns liawen : (a1t4- 
bumnr mim (man apparent nw glen. And laſt of 
sl,cur Maifter & Lord died tor the Kick, & not 
for the (cripturcs.the pryce should make the 
matcer more precious. V Viherfor «hee muſt 
bane ſome preropariuc,ſcing thee lackeith no- 
thing that the (ſcriptures have,and hath manie 
things which nowaves can be aitribured ro 
the (criprures? here | may fay with $. Auge- 
ſtir. Me prove cams (Ecccleſtiam) commndare Yerba 
ment, > herrine: no pudet cans opymfnare Verb ſum, 
1 ans in paine to pratfe bur (to wit the kick) by mw 
Wordiiand brretihs ar mot a bamed to 1 ant hr wud 
their words, Bart it may be asked (ring ir is ſo,to 
what end ſeructh tle (criptures 2 ſuffer me 10 
vic 4 familiare example to declare, & expound 
4 difhicill and obſcure matrzr:; we lee by daylic 
experience the blind ( norwichſtanding he 
bauc2 guyd, on whom he dependeih and in 
W:-0mc 
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whome he cruſterh) ſcek lor a ſtatf by meancy 
of his guyd, wherby he may be more habill ro 
follow him over high mountaines and rockes, 
rigers and myres, {rue him (elf from Rockes & 
Ronnes in the way, and precepices or do nes 
falles beſides the way , and defend him (elf 
from byrtiang of dogges wier he shal palle, 
The kick(who ofien in the feriprures is com - 
-= to the moune, and to a body) of hir (elf 
lind, having the light and ſight of bir Sunne 
andheadI zo ve Cu nts r,hath for bir guyd 
the holy ſpirit, by whoſe meancs hee hath 
the aff of the (criprutes, wherby ghee in fols 
lowing hir gayd & leader farmounrerth more 
eaſ:l;c the high mouacaines of (piricual & us 
natural dificulrics, and rocker of naturs ll 
abrilicies,paſleth over the deepe rivers of rri- 
bulation and perſecution, and myrex of vyce, 
ſauerh hir ſelf frome Rambling Rockes aa4 
Ronnes of this preſent ly f, and precipices of 
ſchiſme and herefic, nor finding ro go+ the 
Rraght way for the {clandrous tounges of the 
one of the other, Tiiis is donne ro hold vs in 
exerciſe of al vertuous humilicic an4 good 
aQions:God dorh nothing without good and 
tuft reaſon: Sed que (crutater rf mnarcdlaru rp pyiones 
turd glans. This Raffe which our mother hath 
receaucd of hic guyd should nether be violen- 
tlic nor crafrclic taken from hir, ro abuſc or 
beat hirzir is in hic hand, co whole vic ic 
was prepared;Ir is violence and (politation, if 
jt be found anyjother where: It apperteinerh 
D 4 onlie 
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onlie to hir and hirs: as geuen for hir ſeruice, 
Other men have no part by iwſt rytle. 

And to conclude this diſpute of 
venitic in the Kick (for that is my priocipal 
motive to fcck ro the kirk) it can net be 
thought With good reaſon that God bath (uf- 
fered his kirk & welbeloued ſpouſe, ro whom 
he hath made ſo many great and notable pro- 
miſcs,geuen ſo high nels, and honaggd with 
the mariage & death of his conic Sonne , hath 
ſuffered (1 (ay) his Kirk to perish in hir chyld- 
hood and firſt age , for lack ro have continucd 
in hir the lyf of veritie, which bath bene loſt 
ever lince the Apoſtles dayer, if © e wil beleve 
ſome men. Shal we not rather think char God 
is mercitul without repentinge him, & conftic 
in his liberal promiſes ; and that ic peſtilenc 
opinions ar invented onlic by preſumpuous 
braines, whoſe vaine imaginations could bave 
no place if the kirk keepe hir agthoritic, which 
they wold gladie overthrow to eflablith and 
avthorize their novclrtics, by the which, they 
whold have vs beleve that God 144 har : For 
what is it other to cal and think Goda liar, 
then to (ay that nether is it, not canitberruc, 
which he hath (aid and promiſed S. Auguſtin 
diſpuringe againſt the Donariſts of the great- 
nes and amplitude of the kick, maketh 


de vaitate the lyke concluſion. Qzofs clind for prophetions 
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thang 16 actuſe the prophecce of falibeod then ts 
_ at, ay berg; ir ſeupeten tauld not be cons. 
fav © wn mug avike! 4 19 ax that it weere 
\—o 3-95" eng but 4 fair propucne, or be, 

Becauſe | have mide meriion now 
rymes o. S. Aaguitin, and fome other ancient 
wrirers, and thould be curr pro'ix if I shoold 
citeal the places which my be proper here, [ 
will pray the learned reader to rake rhe 
to fee an4 read diligenthie. S Avugnftin | warts 
tate credends ad Honaratam, 194 dr Vantare Ece/ofia 
contre Pridiams Donetifte r9ilo am. 3 Tertulian de 

adurrſas barriers To thole may be 
adioyned S. Cyprian de Wautate Erileſie, & Vin 
centius Lirinenſis adverrſ 11 proghanc; nowitater, 

I know ſundry wold begladio read theſe 
book:s, who cannot bane them; ro whoſe inſt 
deſyre 1 wold wilkaghe Citivfie, if T had rhe 
meanes. In the meane tyme , if | shal gather 
out (ome Oy the ng1cnts have 
nord in the truc Kirk and , paſtours,, and alſs 
fals kick and fals paſtours , no man iuftlic can 
be offended 
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I have put theſe two rancks the one © 
fire 10 the orher, tro know what the Minifters 
will approne, or im in anc of them 2: #8 
to vs, we firmly beleve that the qualities m4» 
tioned in the doe apperreine to the true 
kick onlic; and ar found in the Catholik, A- 
k, Romaine kirk onlic; which we con- 
tlic belcue ro be rhe trac & onlic kirk, be» 
cauſe we find none but hir, tro whome fic no- 
table promiſes hath bene made; or in whome 
they bene accomplithed , bur in bir on- 
lie. Vherfore if the Miniſters wil _— 
leaue the where we are,as being v c 
Ee ee deatich 
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chew vs an orher,, wher we hal find them, 
ſcerng they are altogether necefſirie ro be 
found in me (poute of Irs vs Cunisr: 
for orherwayes ether will chey rravell in vat- 
ne, or we change I» k fooles, changing for the 
worſe, and leaning 4 Kirk, wich (25 we ar fu- 
relic perſuadce) is fore & can neterre, to fol- 
low 4 companic that they them felurs,, who 
ivuirerh vs, sTareth vs 0 be vnlureathi mi 
that it 1s ſubic4 to cerrowur lo tac " that Gel 
him (elf can not keep it eherfro , at leaſt bach 
not kept it, norwit (ſtan ling of his many» 
fold promiſes. Doabtles whoſucure perſua- 
deth vs rar the hoaſe ,, where be wold have 
vs enter, is not ſure, conſequenthie per ſuaderhh 
vs (by preſenting vs the danger which may 
arryue) not to enter therein, except he be & 
foole, or think vs [oolks. It shal not be need= 
ful here that the Miniſters accuſe, or ſpeekk 
evill of any other man: but racher ſpeak good 
of them (clues, prouyding they prove it well, 
shewing thar they have T kick Domrnem & 
marem rentines induced with tne notable and 
excell&: qualities required in the true kirk, & 
can nor be found but amonge them, & theirs, 
It will nor conrent vs (it we be carefull, as we 
should be, of our (aluatis) ro (ay tet our kirk 
is euil.they mult prove that their ow&13 good, 
I fay this becauſe in place to proue the (clues 
to have the kirk, rhey raill aganiſt the vyce of 
the Catholiks,as if our finnes made the 
right,or they them ſclucs were without o 

| Many 
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Many haue left the Catholik kirk, and yet 
haue not followed them, but have raken an 
other partic. Many alſo have fled frome vici- 
ous Catholks,& haue entered amonges more 
vicious Protcſti:s: for I heare of none, as yer, 
who ar become berrer men, for the leaving of 
vs,or being out of our Kuk. I call their conſci- 
ence and our whole country to be witnes. 
lam furethat Luther and Caloin firſt inven + 
ters or renewers of this religion, acknowled- 
geth that the world is become worſe fince the 
comming of their new Euangell. I doubt nor 
buc they know what is Caluins opinion here 
aboure lcing the eſtimation they have of bim. 
Luther ( plainlic. ataundes indier ex bas 
bolx 0bjrdentur, diabs/ms munc plenas (oborte bomuncy 
randy , vi ſub clars —__ {ucr mulic 101 quam 
rar ark | 1 
rocacneres ar 7 

Were beſieged by one denill , no they ar brjerged by 
The dew now donth afiaile men With « Whole 
bid of dexals,ſe that vnder the deare light of the Enan- 
grell men ar beconne meakel more connrron!, more eraſe 
114,,nere , wore cruel, more lecberons, more 
thamleſſe and more Wicked then br fore Yader the Pa- 
| {ifinie, An other of theis good brethrine ſayerh 

almoſt the ſame, F1 tot9 munds agneſcat 01 non 
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baſeman; ce 
Puecngr'ss dicrtur inſtru, That all the World may 
| — 7 nor iruft in good Works, 


brb ined them libera/lic and beunteſullicro yards 
the poore they dewoore them , > 4114 Were oluches of 
the hrnmne of rhenn they change their n to cotdes, 

and rxecrations of Gods nameand that (6 


place of bumubne doth reigns | b 

ne and they cal a! thus ſort and maner of 

ly, vel margt :theſe men faye rue, the 
mutrer is cuill mended, and we have lynll oc. 

calion ro change . I may truely ſay that they 

haue made our men worle haue net men - 

ded their owen. That we may fay with Terry 

lian that Mannibus rwnam , non 14ctu7ithus lewatro. «: proſers. 
new operanter . If true paſtours should be kno- procmcbug 
wen by their works, 1 leaue yow to i 

Vat shal be br of rheis new Ecclefia- bears 


ſtical order & new Kirk, where ſo few good 
fruites ar to be found by their owin confel@ 
fon. It is an cuil brewing that is not good in 
the newing/l think the Miniſters of Scocland 

wold 
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wold ſay as mrikel of their Bock if chey wold 
lay ro their conſcience the hand, tnar a ha- 
ue laid ro ſo mcikell Kirk geare (o w rongfullic, 
Ar this ryme I will ſay no more, but (abyding 
their anſwer)pray God grant vs al. for his infi» 
nice mercies fake , his tructh and grace t 
we may know his veritic & foilow bis 
mi4. And this meikell ronching the firſt 
and reaſons w hich moneth me ro ſcek & = 
ame to the Kitk and offer to acknowledge the 
Miniſters, if they have hic: now to the nixt 
article. 


DET TE III TLLD 


n—_——— hou of God, that is, the 
a5 kick being found, I muſt adrefſe 

' ui ae froth wtotemiboph: 
$42) wer & charge to lette me ir, who 
have the keyes; who may not on» 
lie shew me the infinite treaſures of Gods 
goodnes rowardes vs, with his manyfold mer» 
cies and grace, but allo will, and way by ver- 
rue of their charge make me partaker thercof 
in Shock of [yf by participa- 

the holie ſacraments and knowledge 

of the true faith,& receauing of the ſame: that 
is, I wuſtgo to the rruc and lawiul paſtours 
and prelats, whome 1 muſt know, not by the 
execution of that charge (albeit that be alſo 
aired) but by the they have recea- 

t© EXECUte lic a charges For it is not a cer» 
taine 
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OF M. 10, FRASEE. 'y 
taine and ſolide proofe, that anic man is « 
Lwful megiſtrar, if it may be shewen that he 
hath geuen our fu lencences and decrees; 
or that he hath cauſed execution of ſfundr 
men to death ( for thoſe thinges ar done of< 
tenrymes by wrongfull and tyranicall vſur- 
pers) but the power he hath to pronounce 
and execute decrees, is required : otherwayes 
the fat should make the magiſtrate, and not 
the authoritie, which is contrarie to al 
reaſon. So I aske nor now, who taketh v 
them the offices & funQions efpaionre, bus 


who have that power, thatis, who have the 
lawful power and miſſion, which is ſo neceſ- 
faric in the paſtours ofthe kirk, that alrbough 
a8 


anie man $hould have the doQrine as 
the Apoſtles them ſelues , with lyke know- 
yet should he not be receaued as & pa- 
ſour, except he haue the vocation of them, 
who haue the power to giue it him , zee 
Im Ae I am af- 
ored that the Miniſters wil not (offer within 
theic jariſdition anic man to Ntart vp at his 
owen hand of his particular and priuat autho- 
rity making aſſemblies apart , alchough he 
should preach the ſame doQrine , and admi- 
niſter the facramentes in the ſame faſbion 
grounded on the confeſlion of faith, now re» 
ceaved by the whole Miniſteric of Scoclandz 
which confeſlion they force, or wold force 
al wen to ſubſcribe. The putitie of the do- 
Qrize wold not Roppe them to a—_—_—_ 


my THEY OFF4aR 
him as a ſedirious (chiſmarik, ſeing be had no 
ric, or (albeit be had the anthoririe) if 
kh the vnity required in the kirk : for 
brles . \rhough be had- che vocarion as 
law ful,as they can giue him, yer becauſe of his 
ſchiſme, he should be eſteemed ro have iuſthe 
loſt ir, albeir in other things he keeperh the 
ſame doQrine in al reſpeRes; for the nature 
of ſchifme is fic, that as the diuifion of anie 
member from the body , bringerh certaine 
death and priuation of lyf (which cannot be 
had butin, and with the whole ) fo doeth 
{chiſme in the kick, ro him , whois deuyded 
frome the kick. The Donatiſts may ſeruc for 
example, who in the begining were bur ſchiſe 
matiks, yet at laſt by there diviſion did fall in 
corruption of dotineand become herenikes; 
even as the member which is cur of, de» 
ived of the lyf (which it had in the whole 
) of neceſſicic at laſt muſt corre. Siclyk 
Lucifer Bizhope, before Catholik , by his 
ſchiſme did loſe) him (elf, although be did ap- 

the Councel of Nice in all 

hw dereſtable the cryme of ſchiſme is befo- 
re God, may caſclic be i by Core Dathan 
and Abiron, whoſe punition was more fear- 
ful and terrible, nor theis, who made and ado» 


red the golden calf, norwithſtanding of their 
idolarric 


But to revorne ro our purpotitio atopether 
required , that the true dodrine and lawful 
power be ioyned together in thoſe, who wold 

Come 
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command and rulc in the houſe of Cod : the 
law maketh vs al ſubic and equal: che power 
and authoritic (which shold be giuen by bim, 
who hath it) maketh the diftinion and dif- 
ference berwixt vs,and geueth charge to one 
abouc the others : for what domination or 
commandement had $. Peter $ Paul andthe 
reſt of the Apoſtles over the kirk of God, till 
they receaued that charge and authoritie of 
Izsvs Cunisr himiclf, ro whome ap- 
teined the ſouucraine domination 2 For al 
Going his, no man could command except He 
had receaued power and comiſſion of him: 
Nor yet anie man obey to an other , vnles he 
were allured of the commiſſion. We fee that 
Princes punish (euerclie, but iuſtlic and nece(- 
farilie, fic as cake on them ro command withe 
out : forof theis vſurpations (if they 
be (i ) commeth open rebellion againſt 
the prince, oppreſſion of the-lubieQs, and 
wrack of the whole commone wealth. Al is 
not done at the firſt inſtant , piece and piece 
men both in vertuc and vyce , amo 
uy ear mew. T nere be cerraine degrees 

to that aig work of plaine rebellicn __ 
—_ the lauful & ſouucraine magiſtrate : 
he who maketh the firſt breache , giverh te 
feſt blow to his prince. Wherefor if the be- 
should fill vp with his owen dead body 
O—_—_ that he had male, he should fad 
followers : che (paring the firſt in- 
uitcth others, and Lore Conftruncd to pu- 
nish 
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3 
fiigh many, who wold nor,atthe _—_— 
panish one : Crud:ls; of bumanites , us 


porcit, mailto; 


In this - wr doubt not but the Mini- 
fters and [ shall agree verie eafcly: For 1 fee Be» 
22 one of their brerhrin avoncheth that none 
should command,or hane charge in the hovſe 
of God except fic as ar ſent by God, which 
ſending he wil haue ruled according ro the 
order which God him f(clf hath ithed m 
his kirk, and thinketh it no wayes lawful ro 
anie man to violate this order : yer that our 
Lord and Maiſter is not bound therero , bor 
may diſpoſe of the houſe of his father as be 
thinkerh beſt, norwi:rhſtanding of this order ; 
ifin caſe confuſion be entred in the place of 
order, that is, if the ordinarie vocation cſts- 
blished by him felfin the perſonnes of the 
Apoftles and their fuccefſ>urs , shal faile and 
ceaſe ( which, as we hane proved before, carl 
not be) for lacke of trace paſtouts; he may ſend 
extraordinarily and immediatly paſtours to 

yd, rule, _ aerne his houſe and feed his 

ock. I wil wel it be (o (for no man should or 
can deny that ſourraine power to Irs vs 
Cun1sr, although ir be brought in here 
an abſurd —_ if true paſtours } 
prouyding t be no interreption in the 
gouernement of the kirk , char is, provyring 
the kirk neaer want laufal 
for the edification of myſtical body , 
which is but one , & can not ſuffer ſo exidene 
con- 
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conuulfion : for by divifcon is muſt be rwo 
body«s: which moſt be if the exttaordinere 
ſoccerd nor incominent ro the ordinaric, 
when he shall ceaſe. For we have shewed bes 
fore/that Chrifts kingdeme muſt be perpe- 
tual : it muſt allo be granted of nec = that 
the rrue kick can no more want the lauful 

aNtours, then she may want the tructh it (elf. 
o the rue doQrine muſt be in the rruc do- 
Qours and paſtours, or els it can ner be had in 
this world. $. Paul ioyncth chefe rwo feccel- 
ſons rogether, a3 _ which can nat be (e- 
parated the one from the ather, to wit, the 
word, of which commeth faith, ad the pa- 
flour who is (ent with charg to preach the 
word. boyy thal they belone in hum of vybom they (6u9> 8®. 
| Dave net bard? and bon tba! they bear yonthout a pres 4. 
«ber ? bus bovy thal they preecb Wales they be ſent 2 we 
may fre the band and conneQtion which S, 
Paul maketh here, the faith by hearing of the 
word proceeding from the preacher or 
tour, who hath gotten lauful power being 
ſence for that eft:& by him who might ſend 
him. The firſt, ro wit faith, perreinerh to the 
ſucceſon of doftrine which we ar obliged to 
beleve. The reſt appertcineth to the ſucceflion 
of perſonnes: the faith commerh by hearing, 
which cannot be withour ſpeaking (1 mean 
ordinarily ) & ſpecking requiceth a preacher , 
who can not be Janful without miſſion wher. 
for as the kirk militant is perpetual ( for God 
acucs wanteth his kick Jo hath shee per | 

» © a ie 
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tuallie true and lawful paſtours ro gonerne 
hir; becauſe withour cher , there can beno 
kirk, ſcing that faith is required , which com- 
meth by hearing, as is (aid. 

Let vs then (peak of this vocation , ſeing ir 
is ſo neceſſarie that without it the charge can 
not be wel donne. I demand therefor who ſent 
the Miniſters to preach in the kirk of God? 
who hath geuen them thar power vpon the 
Chriſtian people, to nourith the good & obe- 
dient by preaching , to punish and cur of the 
wicked & diſobedient Cemmmmmatnten ' 
I have faid already ( and iris true) thatrthe 
law maketh vs al equal: the commiſſion or 
power maketh the difference, in geuing au- 
thority ro ſome to command , others remai- 
ning within the compas of obedience to be- 
leue & do as they ar taughte and c6manded. 

This power and vyocation,according to Be - 
z1is diſtinQtion, is ether ordinarie or extract- 
dinarie. The ordinarie lauful (fayerh he) con- 
fiſterh in certain rules ordained by God, w hich 


' ar three : to wit Examination and tryal of do- 


Qrine & maners : Eletion made by the kirk: 
And Impoſition of hands or ordination , Ler 
vs apply theſe three rules ro the vocation of 
Kaor, Caluin,or Luther: for if it be not found 
lauful and iuſt in the firſt avrhour , in the reſt 
it can — _ 
wefts TIT non d T 

that ten lefterh, che worſe. i 
fay that anic of them had their calling ofthe 
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Catholique and Romaine kirk ( as ſome doe 
fay, when they ar prefled to shew their hol- 
ding ) it is nothing to the purpoſe: for the Mi» 
niſters, to Jet the world vnderſtand that the 
will nor ſerue them ſclues therewith , vill 
have al men refuſe and abiure al righte they 
may haue by the Pape and kirk of Rome: as 
may be ſeene in their confeſlion of faith. And 
Calvin with the reſt of the Miniſters of Ge» 
neuz wold nor ſuffer the Bishopes of Troy 
and Neuers ( who leving the Catholik kirk 
fled rothem ) in any wayes to preach tl they 
had abjured al power receauved before , and 
taken of new their commilſhon and authoririe 
of the Miniſters, becauſe in their opinion the 
former was not lauful. And in veritic the vo- 
cation c6ming of the kirk of Rome can ſerue 
ther: ro no purpoſe, For ether it was (© 1d or 
not : If ir was good, doubtles they have loſt ir 
by their (chiſme & rebellion , ſcing they have 
lefr the kirk , of whome they had their voca- 
tion. The lyfcan nor be communicated nor 
extended ro mEbers ſeparated from the wheol 
body. No man giueth power to be ahandoned, 
nor toarme men and rebelles againſt him (el F 
nor to be caſt our of his owen place: Princes 
giue power to inferiour magiſtrates , but re- 
reine cucr ful power to them (clues, to dif- 
charge of punis? all rebellious perſonnes, 
wharſoeuer degree or prehemin&ce they haue 
within the realme,the higher place the greater 


fal, & grevouler paincs to follow there vpon. 
E 3 Paine 


& 
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temtes potentey torment patientar. If it was not 
m- was nothinge ohir ſelf, of no valour 
n the giger, and ſonothinge in the receauer. 
Of force they maſt chink 6, if they wil abyd 
ar the firſt principel of their religion, to wit, 
that the Pape is the great Antichriſt: wiich 
ground if ir were true (as it is moſt falſe) their 
vocati6 muſt needes be voide : for what com- 
m*th of Antichriſt {who shalbe as it were Sa- 
rans eldeſt ſonne) muſt came of Sari: as what- 
ſorucr commethof Insvs Cunisrcome 
meth of God , becauſe he is Gods eldeſt and 
onlie naturall Sonne, Wherfore having no 
ordinarie calling of the Catholik Romaine 
Kirk, it followeth that they have none at al, 
For if they had anic of the Catholik kirk ( 25 
in deed ſome of then had being priefts ) they 
loſt it by their ſchiſme, and can have none 
from any other, but from them ſelues. And fo 
I may fay of him whoſocucr shalbe firſt a- 
mong them,that which Oprarus Milcoiranus 
fayeth of Vitor firſt Bichope of the Donari- 
ſes: Pret thr filuw fine patre. tyre ſine Principe, diſcs- 
palms ſine magifire, equrns fine antecedente, inqaols 
naw /ane domns, boſper fv beſpti » Paſtor fine 


Epiſcopms ſine populs. Ther wa; there LfaLac 7 
« father, a nes onldicr without & commender or rus 
ber, « diſciple Without « maiffer, 4 folower Without 
any t» go before, « tenant Without an bonſe, an beſte 
Wit bout 4 lodging, « peſtonr Without « flocks , 4 Biu- 
bope Without 4 people. For the three conditions 
required by Bczain a lawful men" 


OF HW 10, FRASER, 
narie calling can not be found in any of them, 
if they be conſidered out of the Catholik Ro- 
maine kirk, Let vs take anic of ther, whatſoes 
ver he be, and we shal ſee it to be ſor For as to 
the examination and tryal of doQrine , who 
could examine him, (cing be had no man abo- 
ue him, nor of higher power. And farther that 
fe could nor be made vpon the firſt, feing 
was the findercur of the Laine, he prea- 
ched: wherfor as it was voknowt ro others, fo 
they could not examine him there vpon. Sure 
I am that they wil nor aſcribe this examios- 
tion to the people {cing the people should be 
cxaghe and examined , not reach and exami- 
ne: but of this shortlic at more length. As to 
their maners, 1 find not that anic of them wes 
re angels, nether any of thes who hauec follo- 
wed afrer them: 1 fay no farther , 1 excuſe nor 
the faults & vyce of the cleargie; ludas might 
looſe the Apoſtleship, he could not defyle ir, 
meekel lefſe rake it away or make it inutile in 
others, 

The Second is the franck & free eleQtion of 
the perſonne examined , made with conſent 
& knowledge of the kick where he should cx + 
erciſc that charge and fendtion. This can not 
be found in the firſt, and ring leaders of this 
new Kick : for what kirk could chooſe them, 
ſeing they were before their Kick : for they 
who lived in thoſe knew no lic dodri- 
ne,nor doQourz;and ſo nether could examine 
the doQrine por elcA the perſonnes , who(e 
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were ſo new at that tyme, that they 
were nor yet heard of, 

Bur ye will (ay that their dotrine was moſt 
ancient of it ſelf, alchough not knowen ſo pa- 
blik ly.I anſwer that it can not be ancient nor 
ould which centinucth nor frome the begi- 
ning; for that which dieth as ſoon as it is bor- 
ne,meriteth not the name of ould age , qued 
naſcent moritar , ſeneftutr nomen non meretur. Ye 
may wel ſay iris long fince it hath bene if 
petchance it have bene manie yeares before 
our age)but it is not long ſince it is: for bein 
doeth include continuation of 3 thing, whic 
they acknowledge not to be in their doQrine, 
atleaſt publiklic and knowen ro the world. 
But that which is confirmed with one ſimple 
word, may ſuffticientlic be refuted with an 
other:ut was, it was nor. 

t=fl.bb. The thrid qualitic co wit Impoſirion of 
4. cap.t4. hands(which Caluin acknowledgerh for 4 (a- 
ſei. 10. crament)«halbe lefle found in them: for who 
C& cap. could confecrate or ordaine them paſtours by 
19.ſeff, impoſition of hands, & geue them power to 
28. c> 31. command and rule the kirk of God , ſein 

"PF they were the firſt them ſclues } There could 
Cat»4® 1® \,« none before them, the o1dinarie ſuccefsion 
the preſ® (11 they alledge)being altogerber periſhed and 
ce of 5% 1. Moreoucr it is to be cofidered that in our 
tnftrr. and country the impoſition of hands hath bene 
BeRarpift. | mitted within thes fix yeares ovlie, to wit, 
| Teoleg.)- the year of Godi 598. and that not without 
—— 
to 


—_— 


EE SS ESET ED. TCO 


OF ME 10. FRASER, C& 
to the opinion of ſundry of the miniſterie, 
where | wold gladlic know of whom they 
receaued impoſition of hands, who that yeare 
begane to impoſe the hands on others, As ro 
the foolih conceirt of rhefe that cthinkech the 
commone people to haue thar power , they ar 
more worthy of exemplare pumtion as trom- 

of ſedition, ſubieing al ſore of magi» 
| ——_— 4 popular remerity and rage , then 
worthie of credit or anſwer as honeſt and rea- 
ſonable men . Our of thes fatious tho 
aganiſt the authoritic of lauful Princes and 
their hericable right ac ——— Gallia, 
Vindioe contre tyrannes , the peſhilent pamphl-c 
De ure rega« apud frat, the frt bla ngnn 
perte, & other fic lyke vn\appic libelles verie 
curthrotres of al Princes , that hath cood and 
laufal right ro any realme: becauſe fic juriſdi- 
tons ar,as it were, 4 ſtrang and mightie bry« 
dle ro conteine within the compas of reaſon al 
ſedirious and ambitious (pirirs, of which oar 
age (to our great griefe) hath bene ouecr plens 
tiful and aboundant, ſomryme vrider one co- 
lour fomeryme vnder an other , Ivkwaves 
whehane had againſt the Ecclefattical order 
within theſe thouſand yexres, good ſtore of 
theſe buſie wrirters, and amongſt other we 


have found ſome lyrel rouch in oſernrombus efertions 


theo/1gicw , ant Vers . megationi uy « 4 
[lam Eruannorum 5:01, qu: 1ncondite p'ebs ordi- 
notronems Feel fualbucams( lactt in to ſob conſlet) 


aan, The Miniſters (if I be ——— 
vw 
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wil not authorize theſe royes, yea nomore | 


then Beza doerh Rawus dreames 
in religion. Whereſor I wil not enter farther 
therein , but wil retourn to theſe who fo vn- 


reverentlic doeth mrait their princes, as he 


doerh prelats. Thes men the muſt ſuffer me ro 
ſay that the fabiet who wil haven (i 

ovr ſaving fic as he finds good and ro bis guſt, 
or fic «s he may change w hen: be lift, zhould 
feare ro find the gibber,to his ſuperiogr or hell 
to bis habirati6, no other place ioftlic 

for him who will not conreve him (elf wit 
his owen place, that is, which he is borne to, 
or which his Prince of his proper morive 4- 
vanceth him to, Shal the contenrernent or 
miſcontentement of the vocorſtant mulcicu- 
de.or of anic faQtious and ſedirious bead, be 3 
rule in ſo great and weghrie a marter !shall fic 
foolith braines be the of al good and 
lawful gonuernement } Theſe maximes fer 
doune to allure the people, ar to deftroy both 
the people and Princes, & commeth of thery, 
who beyond their merite looketh for 2vance» 
ment to honours, to the which otherw 
they could nor atreine; fo while they aſpize 
thereto , they conſpvre again their Prince 
and Maiſter, Certainelic »« the inferiour ms- 
giſtrate is anſwerable to his Prince not ro his 
inferioor, ſo rhe Prince is anſwerable ro God, 
and not ro his ſubiet. Octherw ayes how of- 
ren ſocuer thes rromperres of (edition 3hould 
blowe, we should be as ofren in (ollicirude of 
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Prince and commone wealth, and in of 
one pretended tyrante , we should have ren 
thowſand, who tuſtlic might be called ryran- 
res. Theſe fyrbrands doe rail & cry outagainſt 
th: law ul Princes, to pur in that place many 
tribanes of the p:ople, in hope ro have their 
, as others, who iniuſtlic ar entred there. 
ns" may they not ſay with the 
woman, ac mibe nee tbe, (6d drnidarur , 
they have no juſt part therin? Bar the juſt 
ſeſſ>ur cannot approue (o pernicious a 
fron. If we hcke exrmpl-s of our owen, there 
might be found out ouermanie in other real- 
mes. Bat by what right ( 1 pray you) shal the 
ſeditious ſubieQ (for no other wil vſurpe that 
) be aboac his lawful Prince, to fit as 
on bis cftare, lyf, and honourt Who is 
amongſt vs that wold willingle (ſafer ro be 
commended ( what thal 1 fay iudged? ) by 
his ow-n {eruant, by «a home he were 
miaioaſly 2:cnſcd? It is not lawful to the par- 
tie ro fr a3 tndge, nor 15 be wirnes in « ce 
mans cauſe: what shall it be chen in Princes? 
We laagh & ict when we fee anic prigatman 
that thinker? him (elf monarche of the whol 
worl4,as being ficke of a pleaſanr imagination 
& >hanrafie, without any mans hurt or dom- 
maze. Bur it is no (port nor bourd to ſee the 
farious maltitrade medle it (elf with the eſtate, 
Ivf, and honour of their Prince, where many 
thouſands ar td, vnder colour ofthe 
commone and hibertic — — 
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les ar loſt when they fall in the hands of the 
IR If the Prince wold force vs to do 
anie thing againſt God and reaſory, we 
s hould arme our ſelucs with | and rot 
with rebellion , that is we should follow 
Gods command ; and if che Prince wold be fo 
rigourous as to punish vs therefore, we, after 
the example of the Apoſtles and primitive 
kirk should ſuffer it, and nor ro _ armes 
againſt him : /» patientig poſiideburn anime; 
Yefhras. In your paturnce your ſonller , 
fayerh our Lord. w Chriſtian wold 
not rather chooſe ro be tor the truct!) a mar- 
tyr before God, then as a trairour for rebellion 
executed by men fwe may withour danger of 
conſcience ſuffer a wrong, but nor do a wrong 
withour danger of conſcience : It is but by 
M. Foxes new martyrologe that men become 
marrvres for herefic and rebellion. In the kick 
that honour 1s given only ro them, ho dicrh 
for the rruerh ( as in the primirive kick) with. 
out any ſport of rebellion : canſs martzrem fact , 
neu pane. | wil pas theſe opinions becauſe they 
& more moaner of refurarion , 

ſeing they bring with them ſo many heapes of 
miſeries ,if they be nor ſpedelie ſmorthored in 
the beginning. For to lay aſyd the commone 
and publik calamities, wherein no man can be 
in ſuretie, often rymes chooſing a new King, 
we loofſe an ould kingdome. But to hrs. 
to our : This ordination of paſtcurs 
tate comootita people, beniell at the 
begine 
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beginning of this new celigi the people 
oo ptr eo doQrine nor 
doQours, and (o could not make them paſtors 
who were firſt ators of this rragedie. Moreo- ryiffel. 
ver Beza in his epiſtles ſeemerh no WAaye3 t® Theoleg. 
approve this xe forme of &. 

in the kick. Wherefore (cing the firſt Mini. 
ſter nether had _ r_— Eleion, nor 
Ocdinarion , or Impoſition of hands , it-ma 
etal, chrodiep had no 
ordinarie calling, & ſo could nor giue any true 
vocation or calling to others, becauſe they had 
it not them ſelues. 

Let vs goe forward. The Catholik kick (Gy 
they) hath loſt the ordinarie vocation, and 
they have found the extraordinarie, We have 
loſt one thing, and they have found an other; 
it is mutuallic mert with our lofle. Bur 


they have not found our goodes , we can 

tend no therto : $0, us ve pretend ns 
right to their exrracedinarie calling , they 
_—_ rytill 9 our ordinarie, as is 


They ar called and ſent extraordinarily 
(lay they) to gouerne the kirk of God: if theie 
vocation be extracrdinarie it paſſeth the 
bounds of the order Apoſtolik: For how can 
it be Apoſtolik without continuation ſince 
the Apoſtles, not having beginning nor au» 
nn If the race and ſuc- 
ceſſion of the A be loſt, why vaune 
them ſclucs fallen the Apotiles) at = 
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follow ther not in their vocation , and 
therefore: the tyrils and cuidents of the Apo- 
files can ſerue them for nothing . They muſt 
shew their new bolding , ſring the ancient 
eytles ar expyred and rune 007; if there reſtech 
no man having the right of the Apoſtles, the 

can not have it. Ve mult fee _ 
pew charters pailed vnder the x (cal 
Inzvi ay rt. 
t by the boly«pirir: if chey can shew 
anic wr, os 
and vs out of doubt, and take away 2] thadow 
of excuſe, which orherwayes we might iuſtle 
pretend for our diſobedience, 


them, who with their Gmple word wold 
make vs beleve that the ancient ſuccefhion of 
the Apoitles is perizhed? Shal 1 not think (if 
that be true) that the tribe of Leui was more 
deare ro God, then the ſpiritual poſteritic of 
the Apoſtles, 
fagsu Crit him 
month, the veritie should never depart! Shal 


red with their blood, and with the blood of 


Godlic fathers , and in their poſtericie 
the order of Aaron be ſo far preferred to the 
— Ju. 
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the figure to the veritie,and man ro God? Shal 
the miniſters have the hononr to baue reſto. 
red rhe kick, which che holie ſpirit by bis ne« 
had loſt? their onlic hand bath bot. 
den our Lord in his right: Vel, geaing and nor 

thet our Maiſter had loſt is inherits 
rance in this world for s ryme t 

of bis officers, or rather by their 
and knaeverie: be hath caſt them our: be hath 
aced in their and charge others, more 
nar waters letters of com- 
miſſion, I wold gladlic know why they were 
-for it not be « light cauſe which 
moued God to grue « new They wil 
lay, perchance, to reforme the kirk , and take 
away the manifold abules that were both ia 
the ne and maners. A uſt reaſon truclie 
and a charge worthie of erernal memorie and 
thankes, and moſt neceflaric ( if ir be rrue) ro 


Om 
and 


nation of ſoules,and( v bich 
cipal)for Gods glorie and he to be 
loued who his doery in the execution of 
the fame: But with what hnceritie and Godlic 
Or ——— bears 
the our coun 
cheers tne 
of Adam and Euec in cating of the forbidden 
the they have loſt & evill 
they have found. And | feare that theſe new 
paſtours have vicd as litill diſcretion in gouer- 
King mens loules, as policic a” 


”1 Tux Oran 
the maretial kir ks. | 


Par the calc that they were lent ro reform the 
kirk 1n dofrine and mancrs. Theſe beavenly 
phiſitzons then found & (ik perſone betore 
them, but not a dead,to procure whote health 
they were ſent. Why have they rene chis 
in peace s,and made vp (© many others, © 
ferent and contratious cucry opetoan other , 
Iyke the Caomeian brethiint Theſe agree not 
with their lerter parent, if they have any: they 
8-0uld not have paſſed the boandes of their 
1: gan1. If they were ſent ro reforme the kirk, 
accerding to my iudgement ( 1 dare notbe 
bold ro pronunce anie farther for feare of of. 
fence ) rhe y should have op in the kirk 
( ſuqrendo non oxrantur afr1, ed medends) and by 
verive of their comitien taken away the 
cauſes of hir ſicknes and deformitic - he who 
gave them the charg wold have given them 
the ſtrength , que dat VYelle, dabur > proferre:: he 
wold not bave left them in fo notable and 
good an enterpriſe;/hey could not have lacked 
meanes nor wiſdom hauing ſo mightie a mai- 
ſter. If chey feared the or rather the wit 
ition , 1 excuſe rheir flight, yer can net 
praiſe them , that they choſe rather to fcall 


their doqrive with other mcns blood then 
With their owen, Bur ro paſſe this extracrdi- 
natic Rovrnes ( which hath moved them to 
rent the Kirk in peeces by fo many ſundrie 
leRes, racher then to ſuffer mastyrdome __ 
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ſelues & (o Ent rae, 


OO — 
nn ern rs > bo 


_ muſt ac knowledge a dou» 
rags. oh have commirred, the 
—_ that which they were com- 
manded, which was in the kirk; 
the ocher in of that which they were 
not commanded, in building « kirk. 1f there 
was no kirk at all, when they came, their 
commilen wee in veine and for no- 
thing : they should have retourned and ta- 
ken an other, to make vp and build s kirk of 
new, and not to reforme that which was nor: 
h « ſfubict and 


no kirk) was nothinge of ir (ſelf, and can ne- 
ther ſerve them nor their ſucceſſours for anie 
warrand of this v ork they have taken in 
hand, OO eſ_ 


ver they gine ir. 


_ CCI On any man thould 


nt Pm mare which 
—=_ Connrs tr bim (clfe hath builded, 
becanſe it ſemeth to bis vaine ima to 
have many deformities and vnc & 
build vp an other at his fantafic , al 
that the Lord hath ſene him? 1 can not be 
«6 OD a 

F 
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ſon then God, who ſaid rors peulchres #1 amnice 
mes, Or maculs non oft in te, and who builded 


his kick vpon &/rock, wel | know that it is 
Gods wil that his houſe Rand ro the end of 
the world. Bat let this be an errour of rhe Se- 
crerarie, who should have written formation 
of a kirk; or the fanlr of che meſſenger, who 
ſpake over ſofilic in our firſt commitſhoners 
care , one word was taken for an 
other. Bar whither it shoald be Formation, 
Reformarion, or Deformation , for the pre- 


tee nance 
is ex | 
reſent ( ay they ) by 


deſyre they proue that: for ſimple and proue- 
les ayings,m matters of ſo great 
(as where it is queſtion oferernal lyf & death) 
can not be receaued , except by them , who 
wold hazard their part of paradiſe on a fim- 

word: we muſt (ce the commiſſion alled- 
ged, fit be good and have the beſt and afſa- 
red mark, that it may ſerne vs for our war- 
rand, when we $halbe called ro rendre compr 
of our rentes and dueries in commanding or 
obeying. It is as dangerous to beleve cuery 
man, as to belene no man. I fee the Miniſters 
have diſpoſefſed thoſe, who were by 
juſt ſacceſſion (as having that cher- 


placed them ſelues in their roome deſy- 

or rather vs to acknow- 

ledge them as true paſtours, and obey 
\. them, 


pm hand to hand fince the Apoſtles) and 
Ker 4p- 
rin 


OF M. 10. FRASER, ”75 
ther, geving our ſoules and conſcience to be 
purithed by them in trueth and pietie, of the 
w hich they have the diſtribution delynered 
to thery by God him (elf, as they alledge. 

Truelic (cing that vo man, no not of their 
moſt zelous brethcin will gine ther 8 thow- 


fulckent 
caution , 
fooles to giue 
them any ſufficient warrand. but their word? 
The matter is ſo weightie that they can nor 
tultlic be offended with vs, if we deſyre to be 
aſſured that we may have no loſſe in viog 
them. Let vs ſee the great Seall and mark 
this extracrdinaric calling, that is miracles 
and wonderfull works aboue nature, where 
by we may know that it is God who ſent 
them, and that it is his wil we receaue them 
with due reverence and obedience. 1 know 
they wil anſwer me here, that they ar not 
abliged to bring miracles, ſeing they teach no 
new. dodrin. I pray al good and Godlic Chri- 
ſtians conſider it this be a propre anſwer and 
tothe purpoſe: For firſt they take that for s 
proofe, which is in contronerfie berwixt the 
ries, 8s is ouer evidentlic knowen : for we 
y (as we shalbe able ro prove by then fel. 
ues) that the dorrine they teach now is ne, 
at the leaſt in many heades of controverhfies. 
Sccoadlic the prophetes, who brought mi- 
racles , br no new dodrine, other- 
wayes they could not have bin receaved, 
F 2 the 
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the law 


ny ſo formall therti, / 
Thridlic it mult be few to v5, that ne« 
ther we, not anic of our fore befo- 


re Knox euer heard of it in oor countrey. 
Laſt of all,we ſeek miracles for rheir 
extraocdinaric and marneiloas calling, & not 
for their doQtrine, which can not be irue, 
ſcing ir is (o new, the veride being fo ould. 
Our Maiſter & Lord commandeth vs in mar- 
ters of n to obey his kirk: & ro obey & 
acknow none other. Why shal we now 
heare the Miniſters without anic aſſurance of 
their charge and commiſſion , ether ordinarie 
or extraordinaric ? If anic man wold ate of 
the ſubieQes of a noble man(who were our of 
the country) the rentes and dueries, alled 

he had commiſiion of their maiſter : V 
they not iuſtlie anſwer, that rheir maiſter be- 
fore his parting out of the conntry , had put 
order toall bis affaires , charge to cer- 
taine men whome he for that ef- 
fe and made officers ouer his wholle lands 
with ful power to ſert and lerr, take vp ductics 
and rentes , giue quittances , ſett and bould 
courtes, and al other things neceſlarie , with 
ex commid to acknow none other 
till bis retourning - wherefore if he had any 
commillion from their maiſter, it behoued ro 
be communicat and ſeenc, yes aſſuredlic kno» 
wen to be available & ſufficient? Cerrainlie ic 
wold not ſerue nor mone them (if they were 
well adayſed):o (ay that theis things , which 


he res 


-_- 
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he requicerh were due & owing to their mai- 
ſer and that be asketh no thing, to which 
they were not obliged: Nor yer to ſay that the 
officers had negleQed their f na both in was 
ſting their maiſters goods agd miſgonerning 
his ,and alſo in oppreſſing his ſubires, 
wold they not anſwer,that they were forie for 
- mow misbehagiour, yet becauſe their mai- 

er had geuen them charge to onlie theis 
officers whome he had j eres from coulJ 
not paſſe the bounds of their maiſters com- 
mand ; and therfor wold in no way acknow- 
ledge him, who sheweth no commillion, nor 
power of their maiſter? Shall pocre men be 
more wiſe & circunſpeQ in a quarter of meal 
or 40. shilliogs, then 1 in my ſoule? Shal they 
ſeek for warrand in paying of their due- 
tics, and shal I give my faule to the firſt thax 
craueth ic? Itshall not be needfull ro rel me 
here,what | owe to my maiſter, what I should 
bcleue, what reverence 1 should beare to the 
ſcriptures and paſtoures of the Kirk. 1 belevs 
thac more is truc,then anic man can tell:1 aske 
onlie whereiro commenh thes cxrracrdinarie 
officers, and what power they haue? 1 wold 
pray them to cleare me of this ſubieR. For in 
matters of faith , the authoritic maketh all, 
which can receaue pone other warrand, bur 
God him (elf, or elſe fic as ar ſuſficiftly autho- 
rized by him They wil ſay that ſundrie ofthe 
propheres came without miracles, and thes« 
tefor it can not be iuftly azked cfrhem, which 
F1 haut 
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hath not bin asked of others before them, 
comming with lyk calling . I anfwer , that a 
great part of the Propheres brought miracles 
with cher to confieme their ſending, & prin - 
cipally,when ther vocation was, or might be 
called in doubr.wherefor Moſes ſhe wed mira» 
cles nor onlie in the beginning, » hen be was 
firſt receaued , but alſo againſt Core Dathan 
and Abiron . Elias againſt the prophetes of 
Baal in burning the facrifice vypon the Alter 
before the people. And to paſle vnder filence 
al other, Insvs Cunisr acknowledgerh 
miracles to be neceſlarie. If 1 ( fayerh , on5 
bad not rome and donne work) amongri them, that ns 
other man bub donne, they had nothad . But 


no they both bane ſinne and bane bated both meand | 


wy father. To Saint Tobn the Baptiſt asking 
by two of his diſciples , if it was he who was 
to come, he anſwererh , the blind (ee , ther: 

Walk, the lepers ar made cleant, the de-fe beare. the 
dead ſe ag ane to the poore the Enangel'e ii preached. 
Moreouer the propheres, who were ſent ex- 
traordinarilie neuer intermedled them felues 
with the office of preeſthood and paſtours 
(except they were of the Tribe of Levi) 
nor euer put them out of their place, We 
neaecr heard thar any , becauſe he was ſent 
extraotdinarilic , took the place of the high 
preeſt : or rook the Ephod, or cenſure our of 
the preeſts hands : For the facrince was euer 
continucd by the preeſtes and by none other. 
$o that the ancient prophetes howſocuer they 


were 
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were called ms wy. { as is (aid) did 
never pretend thereby any charge in the facri» 
fice as ening to the oricſtes only. For 
the propberes came as a new ſuccour & hel 
ſent by God to fortific and comfort the ord 
narie officers, ro waken them vp from negli- 
ce, to aducrtiſe them of rhcir ducric , to 
honour and (crue their God vprightlie, 
——_—_ to admonish the Prince and = 
their ofhce , ouc thera of their faulres 
and finnes, wich cheear s of punition and 
vengance there vpon to follow ,cx they 
"71 cmd the xr of God Lig y re» 
. In which charges miracles were 
nor verie neceſlacie, ſcing they demanded bur 
amendement of mens lyues,and Godes fernice 
10 be donne, by (ic as had the charge,not meds 
ling chere with , norwirhſtanding af their ex- 
traocdinaric (ending by God him (elf. Egen as 
if a Prince or noble mi ab(tr,wold giue charge 
to anie man by moath, to adueniſe his ſeruan - 
res and ſubieRes to be more diligent in their 
olhce and ductic , shewing them wherein 
their maiſter were offended , and what puni- 
tion he had deliberate ro rake of 6c as he foiid 
culpable and gilrie; ir should not be neceſlarie 
therefore to bring bis maiſters great (calle, Bur 
if he wold enter to goyerne and rule, he wold 
not be receaued ypon bis ſimple word, Mo- 


roncr , alt be no mention in the 
—— 4 of ſundrie Prophe- 
en 2 that they did 

4 ag 
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no miracles : yea their were 
cient watrands nar — may anc rn 
as it were, the ordinarie poſtes & 
in thoſe dayes berwixt God and his to 
whom Gods will was to be shewen accor- 
ding to the peoples behauiour and new occure 
rantes. It can not be shewen where that anie 
pr eis come to cxecute anie enter- 
priſe withour miracles, erher re, - 
dent, or ſubſequent. In S. lohn che Baprif 
there be manie things verie miraculous, his 
mothers age, his ers dumnes before his 
conception , and (peach reſtored at his birrh , 
his education commanded by the angel , his 
lyf; and laſt of all the reftimonie of Irs vs 
Cuntrsr more then all miracles , ſcing he 
was the authour of all miracles, which at that 
tyme for juſt reaſon he had kepte ro him ſelf: 
whereby he might be knowen from others, 
Now there came never anic for (o 
weightie a marrer as this, for they ay, 
that they ar come, to wit, to reſtore the ſpouſe 
to Insvs Cunisr, the body tothe , 
ro make a new flock to that heaucnliePaſtour, 
to reſtore him to his ould & ancient hericage , 
to build vp the erernal ORIEL 08 
ſtroy the reigne of Saran : ro new light 
to the world, to rake mutud rw +. 
thraor, as it were, of the devuill: ro publish 
the veriry (o vnknowen : to shew the 
kirk (© | fon v and inviſible. And to 
he shart, to do Mr 
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and Lord of his infinite goodnes came in ro 
earth, and took vpon him our morrall nacw- 
re, and thercin ſuffered death and paſſion, rhat 
is, to make vs immoctals, and of fonnes of 
man, which we were , to make vs fonnes of 
God, to be partakers with hicx of the erernal 
inhericance , haging nurizhed and 
vs yp in his owen houſe: the which to go- 
uerne if Luther, Caluin, or Knox pretendes 
any right by new extraordinarie charge, is it 
not moſt reaſonable that they shew an au- 
thenrique commiſſion? Should nor the greae 
ſealle be here imployed 2 Elias for leſſe cauſe 
made the fyre come out of heaven. If fimple 
of reformation be « ſufficient 
warrand , we thall have incontinent 
ſtore of reformers and extraordinarie ) 
ro correct, or rather to corrupt , the whole 
world. The Anabapriftes and Liberrines with 
manie other ficlyke | thould 
shoctlie occopie all : For their word is 
as good as the other 1s, in matrers of 


if the word be inough, and the foying « uffi- 
| ie thing 


cient . Burif there be an 
fire to have and procure credit, what- 
a nected innee, > cent Il. 
ſcing there can be no authoritie and power 
bar in the ordinarie: becauſe it onlie was ſuf- 
ar prone bay Cunisrt, 
execut his Apoſtles ( who receaued 
ir immediatlie of theic Maiſter ) and by their 
ſuccellors to our dayes. Otherwayes the ex- 
t;a0tdi- 
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tracedinaric muſt have as and folid 
as the ordinaric. If ic be ſuficiens co 
thatis was Gods will and pleaſure, that 
fic men should take that worke of ne- 
ment and reformation in CS they 
core the place, we chal exher apiver, or agres 


bart. Let them sbew (if they haue anie charge) 
the expreſſe and particular command they 
haue of God to come: for the general and an- 
cient commandement without doubr apper- 
teineth to the ordinarie officers of the houſe, 
whoſe commuſſon is of long tyme both con- 
_— — ledged: —_— should 

u men ſcing, as is ſaid, the veri- 
—_— 

Some anſwere that it is a great miracle and 
ſafficient ro proue Gods wil and pleature, that 
in ſo short a tyme they have drawen ſo manie 
to them from the kirk gf Rome If chat were 
« ſufficient reaſon and great miracle ; then 
should Mabomet and Arius be holie men ſent 
by God, and his welbeloued; for certaine it 
is thac the impierie of Maboret, or herefie of 
Arius was more ic then al thoſe who 


Have ſeperated thern (clues in theſe late dayes 
Grow the Catholique Romaine kick : yer tom 
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aſſured that no man of tudgemene wil thinks 
that Mahomer, or Arius did miracles by theieg 
ſedoQion , or thit fic reuoles were (afhci.. 
ent to prove them to be ſent by God with 
new commiſſion. Therefore although Luther, 
Caluin, Knax and their fuccefſours had bran- 
gled the whole world ( as they have not done, 
and the Anrechriſt wil do ) with their avtho.. 
ritie and dofQrine, it followeth nor chat iris @ 
work approued by God & his extracedinarie 
ſending : For albeir ir be contrarie to al ordi- 
narie courſe, it should nor be concluded , that 
ir is good and procedeth from a power exira- 
ordinarie geuen by God: For we ſee manie 
extraordinarie ations, and punithed extracr- 
dinarelic , as things donne with violence aad 
contrarie to all order. 1 can nor beleve that 
the Miniſters them ſelves wold now receaue 
any man, who wold come with an extraordi- 
narie calling to ceforme them, norwirhſtand 
of their short poſſeſſion : wherein there be 
manie thinges thought (eve by ſome of them 
ſelves ) worrhie of a good reformation... 1 
doubt not but they wold alledge their order 
alredic receaued, conficmed and eſtablizhed, 
Andin caſe he wold nor defift , lam aſſured, 
they wold imploy the force of their excom- 
munication and ates of parliament , as a ſou- 
veraine remedie againſt al rebellious perſon- 


nes If it wes lawfol ro a few ſpirizes 
to ryſe againſt the whole Cubobaue kk 
being in poſleſſion 1 500, yeaures X 

why 
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why «hal itnot be !aufull roryſe againſts few 
new incomes ? might it not be juſtlic (aid 
negro et op ipſe twlers 1 The juril- 
conſult ſayeth well, qued quiſque tur in alte- 
SES 
to them todo w ainſt 
whome they pleaſe, in what maner & matter 
they will, and shal be Jauful ro no man to 
EET TD 
- | ce the (cris 
acre Arr > they teach the 
veritie conteined therein. I anſwer, that cue- 
rie hererik ſayerh the like , and that al our dil. 
te, for the preſent, is of their power and cal. 
: and rhat it is an other debate berw ixt vs 
them touching the ſcriprures and veritie , 
as we have faid before, We grant the (crip- 
tores and the veritic should be reccaved and 
imbraced, and all reaſon doth teach vs 
thar there should be paſtoures ; bur they giue 
no aſſurance yea no appeerance that Luther, 
Calofn, or Knox, or anic of their ſucceſſours, 
can be theſe true paſtours, bur rather the cons 


trarie , as we have proved. Wold they then 
thus argument ? I bave the bible, I fay the 


rtrueth, I am then a true lauful paſtour and do- 
Qour bf Godes kirk t I vnderſiand not this 
con , except they wold ſay that all (be 
they men, wemen, or ren, learned or ig- 
norant) who harh the bible apd Gayerh the 
verity ar true and lauful paſtours, that is, 


O7 kt. 10: FRASER. 
Rick of of God to , teache , and 
miniſter the ſacramentes , bind and looſe, 
take in and put out, excommunicate and ab- 
folue , which 1am aſſured, they wil norfays 
What wold be thought of me, if I chould ar« 
Os —— 
fay no thing bat accor to the Kinges 
bo ow Ar 1 
a shiref or lieutenant for his Maieftic : thar is, 
I have to adminiſter wſtice, condermne 
and ab(olue, head and hang , banizh and cal 


back &c. this vaine 
wold be tolerat and at in me, as ofs 
tentymes fic ik (picites ſernerh for 


other mens recreation : bar if there ypen [ 
shonld rake anie man who had commirred a 
murcther ns har 
of iuſtice in all other th except in the 
atten hotel ieas be 
honeſt men on his Aſliſes, & by them, for the 
laughter well verified, & confeſſed, cddemne 
yr mr of the - a 
cure him -V d it z 
CE i 
liament or lawes of the country & perperuall 
practiſe in lyke thinges? It wold nor be usked 
of me what the law ordaineth , bat what po» 
wer and authoriric 1 had to rake that man, 
call in a Syes on him, condemne and execute 
him : commiſſion wold be ſought, and 
_ ——_— —— 
I »hould be found not —_— 
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wirh Syes, Doome»giver & Hangri (whem 
I] hid drawen in that cryme with we ) but 
alſo an vſ{urper of the Kinges aurbaruic , wits 
hour his knowledge or wil, fo 1 ard al) wy 
adberentes #hould be found in that c<Qtion 
more giltic, and ro baue offerged the Prince 
moce greuouſlic theo the murrtherer , w ho- 
me I hadexecured: For beſyde the Nlavghrer, 
in my aQzon should be found viurpation, op- 
IE coniunQtion of ſo manie pcrio» 
therin, which should avgment my cry met 
For as is thinges the more rhe berrer, 
ſo in cuil thinges the more the worſe. Lyk- 
wiſer we aske nor of the miniſters , if ther 
Shoald be any lawful paſtoures who $hould 
preach , —_ , adminiſter the ſacramenres, 
exhort to verrue, reproue vyce, cut off rorren 
and rebellious members : we know theis 
may and should be donne by them 
who have the lawful power: But we demand 
who them that power to exerciſe theis 
charms & offices to enioye that priviledge! 
Shal not the vſurper here be in greater diger, 
as the marter is greater? Or shal Kinges and 
Princes, nobles & gentilmen,commovne w e- 
althes and burgiſcs, | __ and ſimple men 
haveorder and diſciphne, wereby ſome com. 


mand and others obey without confufion,and 
God shal have none in bis houſe ? In the kirk 
#halbe no thing ; but diſorder trouble and 
diſcordefthat it may be ſaid of hir, which the 
Porte layerh of the ſea waucs. 


Neſat 


I 


I ; he In 4008s 
crt es rw. 
If encric man ot colvtrententiibantite 
if the bible may makea ps wm" 
command -} only rhey Farel 
ome mnethrn Along eras > 7 men Ic is pet 
mitted to 'cucric man to thew the law and 
i reach the nor, pcplly is mane 
to reach tlie ignorant, pincipall 
ard nr carey mae 
Ne bog to command aboue | —_ 5 
ig ofthe, or magiſtrate , not having 
- Who bath chatpower, aws- 


herbor . It was not, is 
not , fun ama, mens The kitk is as Co- 
frerexs acien erdinats : Not lyke to the Chaos of 


pocces where. 
actomw dane fl ne + -— PR 
Sic confulions s noe with Gods ivfinice 


agrees 
wildome ,que 4 fine que 
rey wars ary eels hers, 
Paal requireth in a Bizhope, sheweth how ca- 
reful God is to have bis houſe well 
Men wil not ſuffer euerie man to medle with 
the Keeping of their beaſtes, & I think nor char 
God hath leſle regard to his kirk . It may be 
that they (ay that there was no paſtours in the 
kick, when theis new Enan came, ſeing 
they who were in po had loft their 
right, becauſe they-had not donne their due- 
tie: and therefor the miniſters quaſi 19 Tarmcns 


Yenernat did 0CCupic a place yacan”. —_— 
ic 
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Ry was geuen to the Apefiles and 
ſucceſſors til the worlds end Yerif they 
have failled fo grevoullic,. that God hath 
called back the gift made ro his onlie ſonne, 
ler them be accuſed, examined , iudged, and 
condemned by publique auiboricie and for- 
me of iuftice, and ſo diſcharged , diſpolſeſed 
and caſt our, as men otderlic coovidt and ad- 
toforfeit: and let other, by lyk forme 
and authoritic be put in their place, by them 
who hath the power thereto, The offence 
maketh men worrhie of condemnation , bur 
condemneth no man. The ſentence and de- 
cree of che judge muſt firſt be pronounced, 
Manie men commirre great crymes, yet poſ- 
eſſe their lands til they be forfaulted + and 
ſundry gerteth rheir remiſhon before they be 
accuſed: and others, notwichſtanting they be 
ioftlie accuſed of treaſon , y*t becauſe they ar 
not condemned and forfavit , withoor anic 
remiſſion they ſtand ſil in polleflion & their 
heires after them. 
the Kinges aothoritie and publique 
forme of iuſtice ar required ro par anie man 
in iuſt poſſeſſion of his owne, $hal it be per- 
mirted ro every man at his phanraſy to caſt 
him oor, who is in poſſeſſion ? And when the 
»@ of forfaulrric is paſſed and given our in 
duc forme, the landes or offices ar nor aban- 
doned ro every one, who wil occupie them: 
but they cerurne to the Prince or cucrlord, 
$0 wholocaer will iuſtlic poll-c and cnioye 
* , CG 


ti:cis 
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theis lands or offices, muſt have a new gift of 
the Prince or overlord, new charters, cuiden- 
ces , infefrments , commiſſions well made, 
ſubſcribed , and fraled, with all ocher cir- 
cumſltances ( berrer knowen to men of law 
nor to me) which ar neceflarie ; wereby he 
may be knowen to be the iuſte poſſcſour or 
lLw'ul magiſtrate: for the charters,cuidences, 
infeirments, commitlions or hueree, or anic 
other tytles which were before, ar anulled, 
as apperteining only to the _W torfault, 
and therefor inutile for al other men, 
chance to his beires , if rhe Prince w 
= =_- of chem: or if he wold ſuffer the 
trie to be reduced of ſpecial grace and 
——_—_ We + owen 
hand, and oc the place vacant withour 
conſent of the (uperiour, might chinke afſu- 
redlie that his vinparion wold be as heauie 
a cryme as the others was, who had loſt the 


vid ( as aid is ) if the have fail. 
led , let chem be acculed their lawful 
judge: where they ar found giltie, lerthem be 
condemned : thereafter fic as shalbe fornd 
more qualified , and worthie of fic offices 
may be choſen in their place and obrein « new 
commiſſion of chem , who hath chat 

in the kirk ypon earth. If ther be none at al, 
who hath iuriſdition , they muſt rake new 
holding of God in the ſame (orme and maner 
as the Apoſtles receaucd it from — 


4 
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the poſteritie and luccefſors beving failled, %s 
they alledge, but not prove. Now what for» 
me of inſtice hath bet keepe t Tho warned 
the paſtoures? Before what iudge were they 
accuſed? Who condemned them ? who 
the new title to the Miniſters? I fee the 
ful paſtores accuſed, or rather abuſed , wich 
out law, or teaſon, or judge: condemaed wite 
hour any forme of inftice ; caſt owe with; view 
lence , and their places oc C—_—_ on 
wirhour, yes again light. fe 
rrarie partie make him (elf 1wdge, —_— 
miſſion of him ſelf, and put it in execution on 
his privat authoritie. 

= Dine bunc ardori mentibaw addunt Furyolet 

An [ua onique Des fir dirs rupide) 
Wd a muſt be made new before they 
have right, it were beſt they made 3 new 
God ro authoriz their new procedinges and 
iſe of law: for i' theis Cri + were 
good and reaſonable, who could be afforced, 1 
not of his office cr landes, bur even 
his verie lyf, every man making him (elf 
parrie, wienes, iudge , and execurcur of anie 
accuſation be thould forge «grinſt anic man 
” him? 1 might inf here with me- 
nie other reaſons, if I feared not to be tedious 

in vrging a matrer ſo cleare of ir (elf. 

I know ſome, for defence of the Miniſters, 
fayerh that theic vocation is nether altoge- 
ther ordinarie, nor alrogether exrracedioarie, 
| p—_—_ —_— Voroque, =_ is ( when al is 


4 well 


9” THE OfFiL 

well confidered) nether the one nor the 
other. There is no moungrill religions ; as 
ther is balflang dogges. Tacy wold ſerue them 
ſelues with che authoritic of rice Carbolit 
kick ro enter in Gods houſe with order , and 
afterward wirthour order, which they call cx+ 
rraordinarihe, goyde, or rather miſguy ie all 
at their phanraſte. 

Bar is it poſſible that they wil ferue them 
with the kirk of Rome, feing they baur ta- 
ken for a ground of their religion and lawful 
conſe of their aration, that the Pape is the 
great Anrechriſt? They muſt on force laying 
this ground , acknowledge that they have 
their encry in the kirk frome the Antcchriſt, 
Truclie if thry have no berter porter then 
Sarans eldeſt ſonne to ber them in , | fear they 
shal not be wealcome to God, who victh in 
his merciful workes ro imploy berter fer. 
vanres . If rhat opinion were truc , then 
shoald Satan be halfe maiſter , ſcing that the 
half of the charge commeth of him : yea he 
muſt haue ( according to that doQtine) the 
moſt 2pparant part, ſerng that the ordinarie, 
waich is well authorized commeth of him: 
where us the extracordinaric , which they 
wold a{cribe ro God, commeth without avie 
a vow, except of their bare ſaying. 1 wold be 
more ample in the refuration of this branded 
vocation, if I thought not that few, or none 
wold clayme thereto, 

As to them, who feruc them (clues with 
the 
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the wordes of cur Lord , vebere there berwne or Math. .h, 
three off mbled in my name , there | am in the middeſt 19, 
ofthe. Iantwer uhortlicy fiſt, charir is que+« 
Q-0n e, of the aſbiznce of our Lord ro the 
piclads of the kirk or people , and not of the 
calhog of paſtoures in pariicular. And who 
doaticth bat holic and Godlic men hath the 
alii tance of God whicher they be in ſav1l or 
great nomber, Nizt , if that should be raken 
generallic and for ive vocation , wherforucr 
there b* twoor three gathered in Chriſtes & 
name thrre muſt be there power ro makes 
paſtour. $5 wacre there berwe or threeia 
anic houſe they maſt contirucre 2 paſtour 'o 
them (rIf, and fo change al priyve houtes in 
kickes , contraric to that , w hich we ſee now 
in Scotland where Kirkes ar turned in privat 
Louſes. Morover if rat were the ſenſe of 
Chriſtes wordes ,it thould 2ppecrtciac rothe 
_— to cal the peſtours , which the Mini- 

iz of Scotland veric wyflic , as yet haue ne- 
per approucd. And laſt of al, this could make 
no thing for the firſt Miniſter, who bring a+ 
lone could not be cle d by tiyo or three. 

Norwithflanding of al this , 1 will give and 
ſappole in tii1s matter as far 25 | can without 

ciudice of the veritic. 1 wil 6 enter for the 
preſent to receave the extraordinatie Yoca- 
tion ( which with reaſvn can not be rece2urd, 
Except it have a verie pgaod warrand ) if it can 
ſeruc vs roanie vic a5 1 fear it can notdo : For 
if ſ@ many hondreth yrares vnion of the Ca» 
_ tholik 
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nate leruc to maintaine vs 
in out ordinarie right, how shel fo many bun» 
dred dayhie confulbogs whthe maintaine them 
in their extracedinaric vierpation ? to 
what vic can their extracrdinarc add rue 
vs alrhough we wold receaue it f There be 
more then a hundred diverſe religions( at leaſt 
opinions viurping the name of icligion ) eve- 
ric one cunderning one an otner , and atcri- 
bing to it (elf that glorious tile of true extra» 
ordinarie callin vader prerence of the pure 
and true word of God, and adminiſtration of 
the acramentes. Waar shal 1 doin this great 
confuſed multirode , where none can and 
ſure, except al his compagnions be declared 
vl and fals prophetes ? Ye wil lay per- 
Chance that the Miniſters of Scorland have 
none of theſe ſeftes amongs them , where of 
they ar verie glad. I wil nor for the preſent 
conteſt there - Bur fure Tam , that they 
who hauc nor the Miniſters of Scorlands reli- 
gion among them, ar as glad , and ſundrie, 
who baue ic , wold be glad to be quyt rherof, 
I may crackie fay with arw anrient authour 
ſpeaking of the p'iluſophers of bis tyre, that 
all cheis ſees may be falſe, but ſure | am there 
can be bur one true. If al can nor be true, 
whome shall 1 credii ? Whome $hall 1 follow ? 
I can not credit nor follow ther all ſeing they 
ar contrarie, every one condemning = _ 
The choiſc muſt be difhc1l, 
one fayerh Rouclis char he = _ 
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Egerie man pretendeth thr vericy, citerh the 
ſcripruces , confereth place with place, con- 
firmech his owen opinion ( if ye wil beleeue 
him) ſolidlie & refureth al orhers ſufhicienclie. 
Bat if ye wil credit all the reſt, be fayeth no» 
thing to the prupole, except (o far as be agre» 
eth with eucry one of them in particular, 
$0 who ſocucr wil agree wit any of them, 
muſt of force diſagree with manic. And yet 
there can be but one rracth : and if we wil 
beleve the greateſt parte of them, none of 
of them hath the truerth: becauſe for one whio 
afticmerh he hath the tructh. there be an hon- 
dred who gainfayeth him. For euery one of 
them alledgerh that al the reſt goeth wrong, 
which is veric cake ro be brleued, becauſe the 
Catholique kirk fayerth the ſame of them all, 
shee bring, when they were not to fay the lyk 
of hir. And how can any man of judgement 
think other ways of them 2 V Ve ſee the (crip- 
tuce taken by them al for an ordinaric proofe 
of the extracrdinatie calling ; it (peakerh(as 
they lay) in al theic favoures. Yet can wenot 
be of ſo manic religions: nor acknowledge or 
obry fo many paſtours of fo exiracrdinarie 
and contrary opinions, Bur ye wil fay that he 
should be receaued, followed and obeyed, 
who agreeth beſt with the (criprures. That is 
moſt reaſonable, if it can be knowen . Bur 
whole iadgement shalbe taken in the marres! 
None wil heare the Catholique kirk , becauſe 
they baye left but : and fo as rebellious ſubic- 
G 4 Qecy 
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Qes can abyd nothing but wt condemnation 
of their (clh1ſme and criour. If we wil credir 
the parties , eucrie man interpreres the ſcrip« 
tures beſt. The crowe thinkerh Fir expen bird 
faireſt: & vaine men eſtceme moſt of the birth 
of thric owen braine, $5 chal t be in ly& paine 
and difticultic, as before, ror knowing wv hoe 
me to flce . If they fay that 1 muſt read the 
{cripturs and follow thoſe who ſtznderb beſt 
by the veritic conteined therein . That 3 Moſt 
I be a profound theologue before | know my 
oures? Muſt 1 be fo deeplic learned before 
knowe my maiſters ſchool? sball Ibe iudge 
extraordinarie ro this extraordinatie calling? 
Mult I read al theſe who have writnen , be+ 
fore 1 enter in Gods houſe or acknowledge 
anic of his officers, for Q#s Patt cliguid parte 
1naudita alirr4 aqua luert Þ atwrent hand aqums ſrt? 
Maſt I be ſouucraine magiſtrate in this marrer 
to gige out the final decree ? Muſt | be the in« 
terprerer of our maiſter and Lords teſtament} 
Shall my foolish braine be a ſquare of is ve- 
ritic? | caclic if 1 should Qand to char which I 
think beſt, 1 muſt be jadge : and if wy indge- 
mentbearuleto me to attcine the veritie,and 
conſequentlic eternal lyf, al men $4 ould fol- 
low my wdgement: For there can be but one 
rule ſcing ther is but one vericie, excepr we 
wol4 think that the truerh should be bowed 
to cucry mans ſantaſie 5 which we fee now tis 
done thorough our al Europe whereſouer this 
excraordinaric calling hath anic cream, _ 
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harty bronghe tn this multitude of ſetes: For 
the indgem<nt being referred to rhe particu» 
lar ( who for thatceuſe is ſenggro the didle, 
which ke maſt hage t5 confulr with alt , av if 
he were ſome profound dotour in Iratty 
according »v he vhal find by bis judgement, 
he pronounceth the (ſentence of rruc and lag 
ful extracrdinatic calling in favour of Lis 
Minifter. According to tais forme , @ Score 
lend the Miniters following the doQtrine of 
Sir lohn Knox,or frere lohn Crag ar thoughe 
to haut a good calliog . In England rhe Broy + 
niſtes, Porttamnes, and facuily of Louc, or any 
hid n:-w inurured fantaſy, thinkerh coeir pa- 
tors rruvly called, In France Caluin and Bras 
whit: their adberenrtes ar thoug''t to bane a 
lauful vo -2rion amongeſt re greareſt pact of 
our fimole Proveſtiars , excepr perchance 
Monhrar da Pleths have drawen anic to a 
more recent imiginanon. [| lay the ample pro- 
teins for they was have any good opinion 
o* them (clars, rakerh ro them (elf rac free 
will which they refuſe ro others 

—  _— — RTE 
they receage no thing , but thar* which agre- 
ech with the ſcriptures, that is,vrith their 19d» 
ent and opinion , wher theſe new holy 
thers ar oftyms reieQed by verrue of their 
owen rule , that is of every privat mans 

1n10n. 

In Almanie there be good tore of theis 
new cxtiraoidinatie called men. The —_— 
the 
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of the townes maketh manic free vocations: 
For there they have liberty ro think , fay , and 
follow what cuciic man pleaſcih. T here is no 
ae of parhafncnt to keep their vnion , nor 
force them to an accorde , which can not be 
had by anie other way aworgeſt them , who 
wil haue che holy fpirir Geeking no farther 
then he whiſpereth in their care. True it is 
that where there is a Prince who comman- 
derh , the ay their celigion 
with their : As long «s their maifter is 
Lutheran, they muſt ſay with him:1f he chan - 
geth opinion or dieth , they muſt be reddie ro 
receaue ſome other faith . This hath bene 
ſundric tymes experimented in that conttye. 
Bur in free rownes as cucric man bark recca- 
ued of his Miniſters io Jgerh the 
ſcriptures to lay og —_—_ 
mone proverbe may juſtly be imployed:as the 
fool chinkerh, the bel chnketh . If there were 
publick in, Scotland for Miniſters of 
other (eters, 1 doubr not bur they wold avan- 
cetheir cauſcallo . For th at licence given to 
cucric man to be iudge on the {criprares , wi- 
thour ame ate of parliament to rye them ro 
a certaine confeſſion of faith (which in Alma 
nic bath made this multicude of extracording- 
rie vocations) wold do the lyke amongeſt vs. 
How miſerable is the eſtate of Almanie in that 
diverfitic of religions, if nor openlic at leaſt 
inathic , I think cucry man knoweth , who 
bene there . It is moſt certaine that in 
lung: y 
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ſundry townes there be publicklis profeſſed 
ren,twelue, yea twentie, or ewentie two ſun- 
dry faithes, curric one deteſting an other. As 
to the privat opinions, | hid an cuident ex» 
perience my {:I'e in our vovage of lealie, re- 
tourning to France through Almnic the yea» 
reof God 1600. in the monerh of Decem- 
ber. For being in. Aurburgh ( where publi- 
ke excrcice is granted onhie ro Catholiques 
and Latherians) we were at the table 2 
number ( | think abour 12 ) of honeſt Iyke 
men of diucrſe nations, but meakle more di- 
verſe of religions, where one of the compa- 
ny moce z<lous then the reſt ( as ir appeared ) 
taking occahon of our being at the Tubilee, 
did aske (ſundry curious queſtions there about. 
A Frenche gentilman, who was come frome 
Rome wich vs, picked with the marrer, mer- 
rhe, and yet courteovuſlie, 414 pray the come 
pane, if it might be without their offence to 

rant him a requeſt, wiiich being accorded, 
ke thoald anſwer ro their queſtions accor- 
ding to his knowledg, if be found it 
ro them: this being propounded fo 
tly and honeſtly (as that nation can do it ve» 
ric well) it was not onlic accepred and 
red of all the companie, but alſo made a great 
Gleace throughout all the table, eyerice man 
being deficous to know his requeſt, 
: Then having thanked ther all, I am defi- 
rous ( fayerb he) ro know what profeſſion of 
gcligion now adayes, every oac of —_ 
. 
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moſt spproue , or vi hat man ye think moſt 
worthie of credit when it is queſtion ot ane 
head of religion called in controverfie. And 
that no man, may think 1 defyr of others 
which I wold not do my ſelf, 1 vil peck for 
my compagnions & me (meaning of ys three ) 
we approne aboue all others the Catholik As 
ftolik Romaine religi6, & cheeme the re(0+ 
ations geven by the B Apoſtobk in Rome, 
pronounced by the Pape, to be preferred to 
all ocher , becauſe we find {o manic folemne 
promuſſes made by God ro $.Perers ſucceſſors. 
As I pray the companie not to be offended ar 
my demand and judgement , fo I promiſe not 
to take in cuil part when it sbal pleaſe anie of 
you ether ro aske at me any queſtion, or freely 
to ance what he meaneth, 
karſlie had he ended his papote when an 
other (who was a citizen of the towne ) ans 
feered , that gdoubtles the true religion was 
conteined in the confcllion of Auſburghe, 
and that Lather had bene one of the moſt no- 
table men of our age in all his reſolutions, 
prouyding he be taken as he $bould be, be- 
cavſe a3 an other Elias be came to infirodt the 
world in theſe latter dayes. The towne ( as it 
) gave him courage to ſpeak (o far to 
praiſe of Luther, and made him tell his 
epinion ſo freelie, | 
His _— farre as we could con- 
leQture of his — — —T—_—— 


ſudgement altogether , which, _—_ 
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he did sh-w by his words , ſaying that he ac 
kno 1l-dgeth Larher for a verie notable many 
= who nad not ſcene al , which warnecel- 

ie for the reformation of the kick of God ; 
and ch:eflic rouching the Lords ſupper. His 
re/ormed ſupper made vs belecuc he was ether 
« Zuinglian or Caluiniſt, The Lutheran wold 
have centred in defence of his maiſter, but 
being requeſted by the companie, deliſted, al- 
though with difhiculcie. 

Naxt to him was facting a certaine man ve- 
tic modeſtlic clad, who made a great owt- 
ward shew of fimplicitie of mynd, be with 
a lowe voice fayerh thus: a ung tn 
thould acknowledge ante religion thar, 
which commech immediaclic of the holie ſpi- 
rit, who only can be receaued as a true ma- 
ſter in that matter, Yaw eff magifter Vefter;, © 
brats bomo quem tw erndiers Domine. His an(- 
wer shewed him to be of the Sucntfeldien 
ſet, who = beare nothing _— - Which 
their privuat ſpirit doeth reach c » having 
mm 9 wee audiam quid loqnatur in 
me Dom nu Deus. 

He who was ioyning with him , Gyed 
with a laughing np A he had ncuer bee» 
ne fo curious, 2s to examen al other mens re- 
hgions or deuotion , but was accuſtomed to 
take thinges as be found them, leaving cue- 
rie man at hiMreedome, thin it very re+- 
ſonable that eucrie man should the pri» 
wlcdge Mo —_ 


Pal. 3s 
Ik, 


Pal. 84g 
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difficill ro conieQure that he wor ove of the 
Libertins, who mn martrers of religion th. 
keth it lawful ro countrefair and diffemble ol 
thinges and beleeve, what they hi , or rather 
belecue nothing ar all. 

Heer we had ſome Iytill Glence , becauſe 
he, who nizt followeth made d1friculric ro 
rell his opinion, which never the lefle he did 
verer, laying he did no wayes approve dilcors 
de amonges Chriſtians, feing our Lord & his 
Apoſtles had geuen vs ſo notable examples of 
vnion in making al thi commone, w hich 
were propre nat before, which mighr 
eaſclie be pur as againe , if men mold 
take away mewn and mum, myne , and thyne. 
We vnderſtood by his words that he was an 
Adamit , who amongrs other dereſtable cr- 
rours, thinke that wernen sbould be com- 
mone as well as other thinges. The whole reſt 
of the companie , as it appeared, did abhorre 
frome that opinion. Yer one ſayed; ar leaſt 
feing it was lauful ro the people of God in ould 

s to have manic wifcs, why $l1al ir now 
be forbidden ? The Lutherian who (pak fiſt, 
having anſwered that fic lawes were never in 
pradtiſ amonges the Chriſtians, becavie they 
were improved by Irsvs Cunis yt. Yer 
your Luther (fayeth he ) made no diffticulrie 
ro preach , & non Tult Tror, Veniar ancills. T bis 
anſwer made the companie to Hugh , and re= 
membred vs that ſome of our contry men , 
had geod ſtore of wyues by ancw _ 


+ 
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degorcinge, the raking the cryme one 
bom, in Rope 9 a new wyfe shortlies 

er, 
He that was nixt wold gladlie(as it ſeemed) 
hae holden his peace,yet for feare we #hould 
take worſe opinion of him, bydiog his pernt- 
diene cxrene che bef he could, ellabertabed 
ed Godin oar dayes ro thew the light of 
is vericy in Pole, Lirhuania,& Tranſſyluania, 
alrhough orher nations had not as yet, rece» 
aucd it. Theſe words gave vs to vnderſtand 
that he was one _ —_ whole ers 
rours were brought in by Gregorius Pauli 
Miniſter of ap Valentinus Genrilis, 
Seruerns ( who was burnt at Geneus by Cale 
uins purſuire ) and ſome others of lyk ooffe, 
whole doQrineiafal of blaſ | 
The nixt following with & lirill (mylli 
fayged , that he mens. yr not of ſo many 
geeſe opinions which were centred in the 
world , (cing that men ſeeketh rather ſubeil 
in ons, then the veritice. As for wy 
part({ayed he) I bear my warrand about with 
me ( hewing v5 his Bible he had in his boſo- 
me) which is moſt cafic to be vnderſtood of 
ic (elf, and therefor onlie robe reade, all orher 
bookes ether being falſe, or invrill, what (ors 
ver eſtimation other men maketh of their 
long commenraties ould or new. If it had be. 
nein England I wold have taken hin for « 
Brouniſt . Onlie could 1 iudge for the ryme 
that he approucd no mans fentence that had 


ſpoken 


a - 
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ſpoken before him. 

To be short there vas none =t the table (ex- 
cepr ſo manie Cathohques 2x vewere) Who as 
greed with one ay othes. So cucric one having 
ether operly or courttlie (hewen his opim10ng 
we perccaucd an honeſt man (wto tad dyned 
with vs,and for ſome aftaires nad bene occu- 

ied in the towne verie late)litting ar the h*2d 
of the table:his honeſt and homehic behaviour 
made vs al caſt our eyes on him, & as ut were, 
with our filence and looking deſyre the lyke 
vfhim,. He being a man ot wdgement and 
doqtrine , and who was (as well apeared by 
his diſcourſe)very weal trauclled , after be had 
hard the whole matter and what we looked 


for,fayed in this ſorr. 

Altbough the ryme and place ( good fires) 
might iuſtlic excuſe my lilence, yer that I fre- 
me nor to be by my fellowes, or refuſe your 
defyre, 1 wil ſome what ſay to the matter 1 
heare hath bin amongeſt you, rather to end 
the diſpute vnfice for the table, then toconti- 
nue it, Which 1 witlabour ro do by the recis 
ting of a notable hiſtoric of a moſt noble and 
wyl(- Prince. 

Being in France during the reigne of Char. 
Jes the nynth, his brother Hery the thrid being 
then our King (whereby we knew him to be 
« Polonian) 1 ng through the contry 
thanced on a noble man of my ould acquain- 
tance at Rome , wha (afrer he bad imbraſſed 
me with great affcQion, and aiked of my 

other 
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ether voyages fince my parting ) inuited me 
ro his houſe which was hard by : which 1did 
willingly, not only becauic 1 looved him ten- 
derly, bur alſo becaulc I had hope by his mea- 
nes ro knowe the ſingularities and cuſlomes 
of rhe country (which was my principal ar13d 
there) by reaſon of his quallicie. Amongſt ma» 
ny notable thinges. I kcard of him, 1 marked 
this hiſtorie as be was rehear fing the fingula- 
ritie of the court of parliament of Paris, 

King Louis the 12 being carneſtly requeſted 
awd prayed by one of his favors and greateſt 
courtiers (who had an action of great impor- 
tance before te court of parhament) to ſpeak 
tw the prefidentes and chief counſellers in 
hs faucure, giving bis M. to vaderſtand the 
great right he had , and what wrong he 1e- 
ceaued of his aduerie paitic . The King on 
this informaribn partly lor juſtice cauſe ( of 
which he was verie zelous , and therefor cal- 
led the father of the people) partlie for the 
affeQion he boare to the gentilman , did pro- 
miſe him all affiftance,nor oolic in ſpeaking to 
his iudges., bur alſo wich his owen preſence, 
if thac might bring anie ching ro bis right. And 
ſo he did in deed. For the day appointed for 
that proceſſe, being come, the King with prin» 
ces, arid all other who victh ro aflliſt his M. in 
fic ations, repaired to the Palace, where being 
aryued he shewed to the courr of pattiament 
that he was come there ro ſee them do juſtice 
&cording to their charge & ——_— 

gif 'v H ig 
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he ro that gentilman, whoſe ation was in 
hand , and who bad donne him good ſcruice 
ſu..dry tymes wherein he yet continued T hey 
on the other part promiſt(with all ſuba1ſſion 
and reverence ) todo t ver ducrie. Eucric man 
according to his rank having taken place, the 
advocar , who was for the gentilman, 
ficſt, and with great cloquence de his 
parties cauſe , wherwich the Kiog was verie 
lad, not only in bim (cIf ( as he shewed by 
bis countinance ) bur alſo vrered the ſame by 
wordes, ſaying to the ficſt preſident (who was 
fitting vnder) il bagagns, He bath yromne, The 
prefident antiwered modeſtly, it wil pleaſe 
your M. to heare the other partie , which the 
King granted the more w lic for that he 
thought his fauorire had alredie wonne his 
cauſe. The other aduocat having entred in the 
matcer with as great eloquence, but meakle 
berter right, made the King firſt ro doube,nixe 
to incline fomwhar , and laſt of al to x 
fo his title, that before he had pleaded our the 
cauſe, the Kipg burſte out with cheis words, 
Mon/rewr le preſdent , «l; ont toms den gagne . 
baxe yronne both, Ye know by ond x parks 
. what is tobe done in fic thinges, 1 leave it to 
you and your companie. And (o before the 
laſt adnocat had a" he paſt away. He had 
bene verſed in the greateſt affaires of Europe 
daring his tyme both in peace & warres, and 
had experimented both good and euill forrune 
before, and in his reigne, yer nos being trained 
d : ; vp in 
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wpin marters of law and of procelle , 
pat een SY to both the ſydes by cle» 
ce vp with apparand reaſones. Bae 
wp xe and noble Prince he did ac» 
knowledge, his owen im ion, leaving 
ones hc S_— the ordinaris 
cers of juſtice , ro iudge as thoughe 
Ca Seto be 


tlie armed again fraudful craft of the 
ries, who ic may ciecumudt a new | 
nt ret wager: imicac & fol 
low this king 


matters)in theſe controuerfies of 
rio the kirk 


parties, many of vs have done wel 
Pnte dank condiecIibe birk che Genltef 
vs Cunry vnhearing hir, the 
firfd thar hath accuſed hir & praiſed him felF. 
This hiſtoric was with fuck 
grace and authority that ir our dif. 
pute, and pleaſed veric well the whole com- 
paniczand (if I be not deceaned) is not vnpro» 
Ha pre to 


we . .- Tr orren 
pres end our pref-m: difcours, which is of 
me {ame Wheretor without anic far- 
ther, wilpray you and al good readers(1f per- 
chance any man wil beſtow the tyre ro read + 
t©1s rude, ontcenrſe of myne)te <xcule my lan- 
guage conlideriog my long ablence out of m 
natiae contry: and that the verity dork be 
e, when it is leaft painted, as the (crip» 
tors (h-tv fe lucs do, viing po doquence , for 
ff vernots eratre © Sure 1] 1m 14 this fub- 
i«& had fallen 1n an cloquert mans hend,that 
it wight Have. ben trailed more quicklic and 
more plajaly ard with.greattrer Contentremen- 
res the gcader, | have dohe vi hat 1 could, & 
not '« bas 1 wold , except that in parte | have 
what | wold, ſrieg 1 beve wricten to the 
and vilcarncd as | could and according 
tomy polſivilitic, I know notifaccording to 
tie , How ſoencr it bel wil pray 
good reader to take my paines in good 
part, Perchance ſome other lory to ſeen 
cauſe ſo ynskillfully bandled by me, wil take 
occaſion to do it,as it should be done , Which 
wilbe very eaſy to many learned mn, of 
which ther be good n6bre(tbapks be to God) 
in our lland, who may take from me the vi- 
Qeory of cloquece,but not the honour of 
Cptogyay nan criomph without 
5s compegnon. Pherefor 1 
| — and Goalie Cathohk m—— 
ham (elf ro exrait this ſubieR as it meriteth 1a 
the came of God, who bliſle vs all, 
wc: AMI, 


